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The journey is a series of ups and downs, highs 
and lows. 
Sometimes the upward trail is exhilarating and 
challenging as one exults in the extension to 
new limits of body, mind and spirit. The 
summits reached are enriched in proportion to 
the effort expended in reaching them. 
At other times the climb is hard—an uphill battle 
against a world arrayed against us. Every step is 
an effort. Struggle is the name of the game. 
There are peaks of pain. 
There are peaks of pleasure. 
The path downhill is often a relaxed descent into 
the quiet valley with its cool streams—easy 
going, a light step, and filled with anticipation 
of delights to come. 
The descent can also be a tortured journey into 
despair, a depressing return to the valley of the 
routine. There is a feeling of emptiness—that 
only what is left behind has meaning and what 
lies ahead is vain. 
There is the valley of delight. 
There is the valley of despair. 
Sometimes the path is level, neither up nor 
down, easy, unobstructed and smooth. We 
like it smooth, but the level path is not the 
place of growth. It is in the highs and the lows, 
the journey up and the journey down, that we 
pass our routine comfort zone and open 







by Mary J. Davis 
Virginia Satir, author and pioneer 
in family therapy, once said, "Wher-
ever we live is a home workshop in 
which we are involved in the most 
creative art of all —'people mak-
ing.' 
It is so easy to get caught up in the 
fast pace of our world that we as 
Christian parents lose sight of how 
or when we ought to go about this 
"people making." 
John Westerhoff, noted Christian 
educator and theologian, tells us 
that there are three processes to 
human learning within the faith com-
munity that aid persons in their in-
tel lectual , emot iona l , and fa i th 
development. 
Instruction is the technical learn-
ing that involves the transmission of 
knowledge and skills. We do this 
well in formal teaching using goals, 
objectives, and lesson plans. 
Education is the discovery learn-
ing that involves reflecting on the 
Mary J. Davis is the mother of two girls, 
Minister of Christian Education at the Gran-
tham Brethren in Christ Church and a 
member of the Board for Congregational 
Life. 
instruction one receives to gain in-
sights and implications for life appli-
cation. It is the "So what?" stage. 
Formation is the inductive learn-
ing that involves a natural approach 
of nurturing through enculturation 
and socialization. It happens through 
imitation, observation, and the use 
of all of one's senses. 
Three important aspects about 
being Christian—our faith, our char-
acter, and our consciousness—are 
learned through formation rather 
than through instruction or educa-
tion. These three are accomplished 
even when we are not intentional 
about teaching them, although many 
times they do not get done well.2 
Young children imitate the signif-
icant adults in their lives. Their 
values and moral understandings 
are "caught rather than taught." 
They learn primarily through their 
senses and need many experiences 
which require them to see and touch. 
Elementary children need to hear 
the stories and traditions of their 
families as well as those of their 
churches. These stories help them as 
they reach adolescence to see and 
feel where they belong. As our teens 
search for independence and a faith 
of their own, they need a clear 
identity—who they are and to what 
family and community they belong. 
We are given guidelines in Deute-
ronomy 6:4-9 for teaching our chil-
dren in the faith.". . . Impress them 
on your children. Talk about them 
when you sit at home and when you 
walk along the road, and when you 
lie down and when you get up." 
As parents in the 21st century, we 
are challenged to find creative ways 
to compete with the forces in society 
which threaten to tear families apart. 
Without a doubt, parents—whether 
they choose to be or not—are the 
most important religious educators 
in their children's lives. We continu-
ously communicate religious and 
moral values in everything we say 
and do. The formation process goes 
right on occurring even when we do 
not plan for it to happen. Children 
imitate our words, our actions, our 
lifestyles. 
If we desire to be more intentional 
in this modeling, we first must exam-
ine our own spiritual lives. The fol-
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lowing questions will help us evaluate: 
a) What are my priorities that 
my children see regulate my 
life? 
b) How do I live out the basic 
themes of the gospel—those of 
love, forgiveness, and peace-
making to all those with whom 
I come into contact? 
c) How committed am I to the 
quest of seeking truth and 
doing what God wants me to 
do? 
d) How vulnerable am I at shar-
ing my needs and concerns, 
and confessing my shortcom-
ings to others—especially my 
family? 
e) What do I read, view on TV 
and at the movies, and how do 
I spend my leisure time? 
f) Of what importance is reading 
the Scriptures and praying in 
my daily life? 
How we respond to these areas in 
our personal lives will determine to a 
great extent how well we nurture or 
do not nurture faith in our children. 
These are values that will be "caught" 
either way. 
Secondly, faith can be nurtured 
by intentionally using daily life situa-
tions to teach biblical principles or 
discuss life problems. Walks in the 
woods are good times to talk about 
the wonders of God's creation. While 
driving in the car, observing an irate 
driver is a good time to discuss our 
actions toward others. The sensitive 
handling of neighborhood squabbles 
can be a lesson in peacemaking. 
An important third formation 
activity is finding ways to share your 
family's past and your church's his-
torical stories. A grandma or grand-
pa "Story of My Life Book" is an 
excellent way for children to begin to 
interact with their past. Old family 
photo albums are good motivators 
to "dig" into a family's history. Ele-
mentary children enjoy studying 
family genealogies, searching for 
family tombstones, making tomb-
stone rubbings, and interviewing 
relatives about family traditions. 
Similar activities can be done with a 
church's story as well. 
A fourth formation activity in-
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celebrate the calendar events in our 
lives. The greeting card industry 
helps us with the secular events like 
Mother's Day, birthdays, and anni-
versaries. How we celebrate the im-
portant Christian events such as 
Christ's birth and death also aid in 
the formation of faith. Advent activ-
ities include lighting of advent can-
dles, displaying the creche, learning 
Christmas carols, and starting fam-
ily traditions for gift-giving, decorat-
ing, and food prepara t ion . The 
Lenten season by the name itself 
{lencten—Old English, meaning 
springtime)—helps us to focus on a 
new life in Christ. Praying together, 
keeping a family prayer journal, or 
making a prayer book together will 
assist families in remembering the 
time Jesus spent praying in the desert. 
Fasting as a family which could 
include cutting out snacks, eliminat-
ing desserts, or serving a simple meal 
once a week, demonstrates the self-
denial that Christ portrayed. 
What impact will 
the nurturing of 
their faith at home 
have on our 
children's spiritual 
journey as 
imitators of Christ? 
Although how we live out our 
faith is most important in discipling 
our children, we also need to take 
responsibility for the planned instruc-
tion and education of the Christian 
faith in our homes. 
Each family unit will carry out the 
instruction process differently. How-
ever, some aspects in setting the 
stage for it will be the same. A defi-
nite time and place for gathering aids 
the family in being regular about 
family instruction or family worship. 
Some families prefer an informal 
time for family worship around the 
dining room table after a meal. Oth-
ers prefer to gather in the living 
room, sitting in a circle that is con-
ducive to reading together and kneel-
ing to pray. Still others like to get the 
family together in someone's bed-
room after all the children are ready 
for bed. Either early morning or 
later in the evening are times that 
families are most likely to be able to 
get together regularly. 
The format for family worship all 
vary depending on the ages of the 
children. Young children's attention 
spans are limited to 10-15 minutes. 
A short story, some singing, and a 
prayer together is about all pre-
schoolers can handle at one sitting. 
Bible story books like the stories by 
Ethel Barrett are good resources. 
Families could use the Scripture 
passages that are taught in Sunday 
School to reinforce what is instructed 
in the church. This allows the family 
to apply it firsthand in family life 
situations. Preschoolers enjoy retell-
ing the stories using finger puppets 
or paper bag puppets. 
Using holiday themes or topics 
such as self-esteem or sexuality are 
good motivators for elementary chil-
dren. Including opportunities to 
draw, write, act out, or play a game 
based on the situation reinforces the 
lesson for children. Memorizing pas-
sages of Scripture will be challenging 
for all ages and provide incentives 
for those who are more competitive. 
Teenagers will be "turned on" to 
family worship if you include topics 
such as abortion, medical ethics, 
capital punishment, premarital sex, 
etc. You, of course, want to be sure 
to discuss the Christian perspective 
on each of these issues. 
It is vitally important for all ages 
in family worship that we bring clo-
sure to the lesson (instruction) by 
helping our children and ourselves 
to reflect (education) on what does 
this mean for me or for us as a fam-
ily? How will our lives change be-
cause we studied this part of God's 
word? 
Followup discussions or family 
projects will arise that help families 
live out the biblical mandates of giv-
ing, loving, serving, and witnessing 
to others. These could include writ-
ing regularly to a missionary, spon-
soring a refugee, helping at a local 
nursing home, preparing a food 
basket for a needy family, showing 
hospitality to new neighbors and 
inviting them to come to church with 
you. 
Yes, children are great imitators. 
They model much of what we do 
and say. As parents who are inten-
tional about nurturing faith in our 
children, we need to ask ourselves: 
What is important about our faith 
that we want our children to carry 
into their adult lives? What impact 
will the nurturing of their faith at 
home have on their continuing spir-
itual journey as imitators of Christ? 
Footnotes 
'Virginia Satir, Peoplemaking (Palo Alto, 
Calif.: Science and Behavior Books, 1976). 
2Taken from a lecture by John Wester-
hoff, Princeton Seminary, August 1987. 
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C h u r c h 
"BIRTHING" 
"Our Baby is born! and it's a GIRL" 
Birthdate: October 10, 1989 
. . . So it was that Lakeside Com-
munity Church came to be. For 
"church planting" would really be 
more accurately described as "church 
birthing." Let me share our story. 
Although conception had occurred 
countless ages before in the mind of 
God, the pregnancy was visibly under 
way on April 7, 1985. It was then, as 
the grand opening service was con-
ducted, that the evidence of concep-
tion was clear. The tiny cells had 
divided and a tiny, yet complete and 
perfect embryo had formed. 
Our starting group of 4 (our 
family) had become a group of 74 on 
that morning as God began the work 
of knitting together a body of be-
lievers, safe in the womb of our 
hearts and his mind. It was with joy 
and gladness that we celebrated on 
that Easter Sunday the new life God 
had begun in our midst. 
From the beginning, concealed 
and dormant, within a small core 
group, lay the potential to form a 
new bride of Christ. In the weeks 
and months that stretched ahead, 
each part would become more de-
fined, more specialized, and more 
integral to the functioning of the 
whole. We watched this happening 
as lives were given to Christ and 
people began to discover the reason 
for which they were created. Spiritual 
gifts, talents, and abilities began to 
emerge and we marvelled at the uni-
queness of each one. 
Carol Anne Friesen is the wife of church 
planting pastor Terry W. Friesen, Lakeside 
congregation, Calgary, Alb. She serves as 
director of children's ministries for the 
congregation. 
by Carol Anne Friesen 
Then came movement—first a flut-
ter, then stretching, kicking, even 
hiccuping. Our baby was alive, testing 
out its still confined limbs and un-
used body systems. We enjoyed feel-
ing the life pulsating and surging 
among our people as they studied, 
served, and learned to grow in Christ. 
But babies are not meant to stay 
in the womb. Babies are meant to be 
born—to see the light of day, ex-
perience the real world, and establish 
their own identity. We sensed our 
baby's birth was imminent as activity 
reached an all-time peak just before 
the sharp pain of the first contrac-
tions of labor hit. 
It became clear to us through a 
dear board member who met with 
Terry that the process of birth had 
come. We could no longer give all 
the life and sustenance to the baby 
we had so lovingly cared for and 
Sunday school skit characters Curly, 
Blowsy, Farmer MacRadish and Skeezix 
nurtured within us. It had to be 
born, to breath on its own, flex its 
muscles, stand alone. Were we willing 
for this? 
Up until now we had managed to 
avoid many of the dangers that there 
are for the unborn: miscarriage, 
abortion, accidents, to name a few. 
But would it survive the birth pro-
cess—its most critical time? Would 
we give birth to a healthy, vibrant, 
screaming baby or would we have to 
endure the agony of a slow, silent, 
stillborn experience. Or worse yet, 
would the baby fail to comply with 
the birthing process and become an 
overdue fetus, bringing a toxic death 
to its parents? 
We wrestled with all the options— 
perhaps we had done our part and it 
was time to move on. Maybe we 
were only gifted to care for the gesta-
tion period of this infant church. 
Perhaps it was someone else who 
would come to care for the birthing 
and newborn stage. 
In searching the heart of God we 
discovered he intended for us to stay, 
see the miracle of the live birth just 
ahead and enjoy being the proud 
parents of a beautiful infant master-
piece. Through a leadership seminar 
at Welland Church called Max ^9, 
we learned the parenting skills we 
would need to lead and guide the 
reminisce with Pastor Friesen about how 
the church was "planted." 
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new life God would entrust us with. 
Over the summer of '89 the birth 
pains intensified, until God in his 
perfect timing created the right op-
portunity for the birth to take place. 
For you see, being born requires a 
step of faith. It's going, not knowing. 
It's leaving the known, for the un-
known. It brings an end to being 
cared for, and begins a process of 
caring for oneself, just like the chil-
dren of Israel when they reached the 
river Jordan. Would they go across 
like the two spies suggested who had 
eyes of faith, or would they listen to 
the ten spies who saw through eyes 
of fear? 
God in his sovereignty had placed 
before us just such an opportunity. 
He had opened the doors for us to 
relocate in a nearby office complex. 
We could see his hand going before 
us, but would we follow? We heard 
his promises, but would we believe? 
And so it was that on the night of 
Oct. 10, 1989, the church board met 
and discussed the idea. The bearing 
down process of labor was well under 
way. The board prayed, "Lord, show 
us your will . . . . We want to 
obey you . . . . Push back the 
powers of Satan . . . . Give us a 
sign."Prayerended. The board mem-
ber sitting at the head of the table 
smiled, "I just saw the brightest light 
as we were praying and God said to 
me, it's yours." 
That was it, the baby had success-
fully cleared the birth canal to see the 
light of day and God had breathed 
into it the breath of life through his 
Holy Spirit. It was the beginning of a 
new era in our church life. 
The next day, as board members 
met at the new office facility, I was 
overwhelmed as I sensed I was in the 
presence now of a living moving 
organism—the vibrant body of 
Christ. It was marvellous to see how 
perfectly it had been formed, how 
every part was intact, ready to receive 
and react to the stimuli around it, 
and move at the impulse of the Holy 
Spirit. They saw the milk and honey 
and they saw the giants too, but all 
knew God was greater. Each one 
had gifts and talents to contribute 
now to the project ahead. One was a 
general contractor who could do the 
renovations, one was a designer of 
multi-use facilities who employed 
an architect specializing in renovat-
ing existing office complexes. Some-
one else had an organ to donate and 
someone else a piano. There was a 
finishing carpenter. A former nursery 
school teacher and I had training 
and expertise as a children's centre 
director which would be an impor-
tant part of the future developing 
plans that were unfolding for Lake-
side. 
Our baby is beautiful! Yet she is 
still small and in need of much car-
ing, we realize. We will continue to 
nurse her, hold her and meet her 
every need. She will go through the 
stages all babies go through—teeth-
April 15,1990, marked Easter celebra-
tions, 5th anniversary, and facility dedi-
cation day for the Lakeside Community 
Church. Pictured are Bishop Harvey and 
Erma Sider (center) welcomed by Pastor 
and Mrs. Friesen. 
ing, crawling, walking, toddlerhood. 
And we'll be there for her. We'll see 
her through those turbulent teen 
years and then deal with the process 
of letting her go. But isn't that what 
we're getting her ready for? The day 
she'll don her glistening white gown 
and at the sound of the trumpet will 
stand in radiant glory before her 
beloved. The day He says, "Come, 
for all things are ready," and we 
present her without spot or wrinkle 
to Jesus Christ to be his glorious, 
adoring Bride forever. 
"And we shall all go in and sit 
down at the marriage supper of the 
Lamb and so shall we be with our 
Lord forever." 
Epilogue 
The relocation of the Lakeside 
congregation to the Health Plus 
building has given the church over 
half of the top floor, some 6,000 
square feet, and opened up tremen-
dous opportunities for Lakeside to 
meet needs in the community. Besides 
providing a permanent meeting loca-
tion, Lakeside—recognizing the great 
need in the communities of South 
Calgary for children's programs— 
has opened a Children's Centre on 
site. In a rather unique set-up, the 
church nursery and Sunday school 
areas are used during the week for a 
drop-in centre and a daily preschool 
program, beginning in September 
1990. Currently operating are a Pre-
school Story Hour, and Mom's 
Take-A-Break area. This provides 
mothers of preschoolers a much 
needed time out. They can read a 
book, write a letter, or do a craft in a 
lovely atrium area while children are 
well looked after in the "Care-A-Lot 
Tot Spot"drop-in centre. At present, 
parents must be on site to use this 
service, but day care licensing is 
being sought so a community drop-
in service can be provided. 
The original idea for Lakeside to 
relocate came from the innovative 
6 Evangelical Visitor 
group of Christian medical doctors 
organizing and putting together the 
Health Plus concept. Here in a one-
stop medical facility, patients can 
visit the doctor, have lab and x-ray 
work done, buy prescriptions, enjoy 
coffee in the cafeteria while their 
children are tenderly cared for at the 
drop-in child care centre sponsored 
by Lakeside Community Church. 
Other services available at Health 
Plus are physiotherapy, fitness 
classes, counselling, and consulting. 
The residents of south Calgary are 
indeed fortunate to have such a 
comprehensive medical facility in 
their area—the only one of its kind 
in the city of Calgary, and possibly in 
Canada. 
Dedication services and 5th anni-
versary celebrations for Lakeside 
were held on Easter Sunday, April 
15, 1990, with Bishop Harvey Sider 
present . Lakeside Communi ty 
Church, in its bright and beautiful 
new facility, is eagerly looking ahead 
to future Easter seasons. Each one 
will signify more years of service to 
our community, more needs being 
met, more opportunities to meet the 
people of south Calgary and share 
the life-changing person of Jesus 
Christ . . . . until he comes. 
To what are we 
converting people? 
My parents were converts. My 
mother grew up in a Christian home, 
but had strayed from the faith in 
early adulthood. My father had very 
little religious upbringing at all. So, 
in the late 1930s my parents were 
converted to the Brethren in Christ 
understanding of what following 
Christ meant. My parents were con-
verted to the plain dress of the 
Brethren, to military non-resistance, 
and the life of dying to self. In those 
days, these were expected of persons 
who were converted to faith in Christ. 
Today, we talk much about evan-
gelism and converting persons to 
faith in Christ. Yet, I wonder: To 
what are we converting people? I 
heard recently about a person who 
was trying to lead another to Christ 
and was getting nowhere until he 
said: "If you become a Christian, 
God will cause your business to 
prosper."The person was converted, 
but to what? Perhaps to being a 
shrewd businessman, but to Christ? 
Television evangelism presents suc-
cessful, beautiful persons appealing 
for converts. Nevertheless, to what 
are these persons being converted? 
John Yeatts chairs the Biblical and Reli-
gious Studies Department at Messiah Col-
lege, Grantham, Pa. 
by John R. Yeatts 
Perhaps to being more beautiful, 
successful persons, but to Christ? 
Campus Crusade's Four Spiritual 
Laws begin: "God loves you and has 
a wonderful plan for your life." But 
to what are they converting persons? 
Perhaps to self-fulfillment, but to 
Christ? 
To what are we converting per-
sons? Many would say: we are just 
converting them to Jesus, but what 
does that mean? Are we converting 
persons to belief in Jesus in an 
abstract sense so that the evangelist 
can add the content that most appeals 
to the listener. If the listener wants 
money, success, or self-actualization, 
the evangelist merely says that Jesus 
will provide it. 
What does it mean to be con-
verted to Jesus? What does it mean 
to follow Christ? What did Christ 
teach? For an answer to these ques-
tions, let me quote from Jesus him-
self. "Do not worry about . . . 
what you will eat or . . . drink or 
what . . . you will wear." "Do not 
resist an evildoer. But if anyone 
strikes you on the right cheek, turn 
the other also." "If anyone would 
come after me, let him deny himself, 
take up his cross, and follow me." 
These are only selections taken from 
the many teachings of Jesus. 
Yet, when we hear the words of 
Jesus, it seems that perhaps our 
Brethren in Christ fa thers and 
mothers were not far from the truth. 
Granted, they were probably too 
legalistic; but have we not thrown 
the baby out with the bath water? 
Jesus does not specifically teach 
that we should dress plainly, but he 
does clearly teach modesty and sim-
plicity in apparel and life. Jesus does 
not specifically teach that participa-
tion in the military is wrong, but he 
does teach that we should be non-
resistant peacemakers. Jesus does 
not specifically teach that our selfish 
nature is destroyed by a second defi-
nite work of grace, but he does teach 
self-denial. 
Moreover, it does not mean that 
our modern evangelistic appeals are 
an improvement on those of our 
parents. Jesus does not teach that 
conversion will lead to success and 
wealth; he teaches that we should 
not worry about these things. Jesus 
does not teach us to support our 
national interests at any cost; he 
teaches us to turn the other cheek 
and depend on him for security. 
Jesus does not teach self-actualiza-
tion, but self-denial. 
Perhaps our evangelism will not 
be identical to the experience of my 
parents. Yet we must define what it 
means to follow Jesus and integrate 
that into our evangelistic appeals. 
Otherwise, we shall provide no clear 
answer to the important question: 
To what are we converting people? 






After a year of following Jesus 
Christ and being trained by para-
church organizations, my wife and I 
could have been told, "There is an 
apartment complex; move in and 
start ministry," and we would have 
understood: move in, meet people, 
present the gospel in a variety of 
ways, and perhaps hold a Bible 
study in our apartment. 
Later, when I became a pastor, I 
found not everyone shared that 
understanding. When I suggested to 
people in the church, "Let's have a 
ministry in that apartment complex," 
they returned a blank stare. They 
didn't reject the idea; they simply 
couldn't comprehend it. Terms like 
apartment complex, military base, 
college campus, and ministry simply 
didn't go together. Ministry meant 
passing out bulletins, serving on 
committees, teaching Sunday school, 
or singing in the choir. 
In short, ministry had little to do 
with reaching beyond our walls. 
Ministry meant serving the people 
inside. 
The author was the resource speaker at the 
Allegheny Conference church growth seminar 
hosted by the Chambersburg, Pa., congrega-
tion in August. Pastor of Bear Valley Baptist 
Church in Denver, Colo., he is the author of 
the book, The Church Unleashed: Getting 
God's People Out Where the Needs Are. 
This article first appeared in Leadership. 
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When I came to Bear Valley Bap-
tist Church 17 years ago, there were 
some good reasons for that. The 
church had gone through five pas-
tors the previous seven years. The 
congregation (attendance 40) hadn't 
made a payment on their building in 
two years. With all that, no one had 
energy or inclination to think about 
reaching people in the community; 
the focus was survival. 
Before I came, for example, most 
of one business meeting was spent 
discussing whether to fix the broken 
typewriter in the church office. They 
finally decided they didn't have the 
money to fix it, but a member who 
lived near the church had a typewrit-
er, so if the pastor needed one, he 
could walk down two or three doors 
and ask to use it. 
We soon learned our church's 
focus on internal matters wasn't that 
unusual. Ever since, I've struggled, 
prayed, and studied to answer— 
what does it take to get a church to 
reach out to the community? How 
can we move beyond the "fortress 
mindset"? 
To my joy, over those 17 years I've 
seen our church develop an outward 
focus. Currently we have 25 out-
reach ministries that target, for ex-
ample, unwed mothers, jail inmates, 
international students, singles, the 
unchurched elderly, and those in 
cults (and their family members). 
J o C U S 
by Frank Tillapaugh 
Here are some of the principles that 
have helped give an ingrown church 
an outward focus. 
Bring people face to face 
with the needs 
The first way to expand people's 
vision is getting them to see, up 
close, the great needs of others. 
This is harder than it sounds, 
because most churches have value 
systems that don't emphasize getting 
involved in the complex world out-
side the church. Before World War 
II, America remained predominantly 
rural, and thus, American churches 
were built upon rural values: same-
ness, harmony, maintaining the sta-
tus quo, smallness, being established. 
During the frontier era, for example, 
the Methodists and Baptists were 
tremendously successful in planting 
churches that capitalized on these 
values. 
Since World War II, however, 
America has become increasingly 
urban and taken on urban values: 
change, diversity, conflict manage-
ment, bigness, and mobility. Tom 
Peters, co-author of In Search of 
Excellence, maintains that in today's 
world we must learn to Thrive on 
Chaos (the title of his recent book). 
Yet in many cases, the church has 
clung to "stay at home" understand-
ings that say, in effect, "God's work 
is to be done in God's house," not in 
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What does it take to get a church 
to reach out to its community? 
to move beyond the "fortress mentality"? 
the world at large. Consider the bur-
geoning population of single adults. 
Over a decade ago we had a typical 
singles ministry in our church: seven 
or eight singles, who had been raised 
in Baptist churches, meeting in a 
corner of our building. 
The original room we rented holds 
100 people, and we filled it and then 
rented a restaurant in another shop-
ping center. Soon those two groups 
gave birth to a group that met in a 
condominium clubhouse. The group 
of seven or eight has grown to more 
than 200. 
The rural values of harmony and 
smallness and maintaining the status 
quo do have an important place in a 
church in an urban age, especially 
within small groups. But to minister 
effectively to those outside the church, 
we have to help our people hold 
these values less tightly. That's where 
the face-to-face exposure to com-
munity needs comes in. Let me 
illustrate: 
Recently I received a letter from 
James Craig of the West Lafayette 
(Ind.) Christian Church, who shared 
a creative idea: "One November Sun-
day, with no prior notice (except for 
a few key tour personnel), we asked 
our congregation to grab their coats 
and head out the door. Chartered 
city buses carried us through trailer 
parks, sprawling new subdivisions, 
apartment complexes, stately old 
neighborhoods, and student hous-
ing. Carefully prepared scripts read 
by the tour guides helped us see 
100,000 people living in more than 
52 apartment complexes, 150 subdi-
visions, 23 student dormitories, 15 
mobile home parks, and 19 nursing 
homes. Half are unchurched, and 
informed estimates indicate that 
5,000 unchurched families in our com-
munity are open to enrolling their 
children in Sunday school, partici-
pating in Bible study, or identifying 




The best way to encourage people 
to minister is show them other peo-
ple in the congregation who are min-
istering. But in most churches, I've 
discovered that the spotlight is given 
to those who manage, not to those 
who minister. And the message isn't 
lost on the congregation: The really 
important work here is to serve on a 
board or committee. 
When I came to Bear Valley, 40 
people attended and the constitution 
required approximately 12 commit-
tees. The shocking thing was that 
this did not seem odd to anyone. Oh, 
everyone groaned about the com-
mittees, most of which were not 
functioning but it had never occurred 
to anyone that there might be a bet-
ter way to run a church. To solve this 
problem, one of the conditions of 
my accepting the pastorate was that 
the church restructure into a single 
deacon board and abolish almost all 
committees. 
My experience combating com-
mittees is not unique. Several years 
ago I was invited by a pastor friend 
to attend his church's monthly coun-
cil meeting. The church had ten 
boards, and the ten board chairs 
formed the church council, which 
led the church. My friend lamented 
that church members were fighting 
one another, and the church had 
almost no ministries beyond its walls. 
Furthermore, the six to eight inter-
nal programs were faltering. Essen-
tially, he said, they didn't know 
where they were going, and they 
weren't having any fun getting there. 
The council meeting opened with 
prayer, and then the chairman said, 
"Let's hear the minutes from the last 
month's meeting." But before the 
minutes could be read, one council 
member interrupted with, "What is 
our guest doing here?" The chair-
man explained that when they fin-
ished their business I would speak 
about developing strategies for out-
reach. The questioner responded, "I 
don't think that outsiders should be 
in this meeting. What we are discuss-
ing here is none of his business." 
The chairman, clearly upset, said, 
"I don't really care what you think. 
Let's read the minutes and go on 
with the meeting." 
The antagonist insisted, "No out-
siders should be in this meeting, and 
if you don't ask him to leave I insist 
we take a vote." 
Two voted for me to leave, four 
voted for me to stay, and four 
abstained. The pastor told me later 
this incident typified the bad blood 
between the chairman and the other 
man. 
The next week I was speaking in 
New Mexico, and during a break, 
two men told me about their minis-
try in local bars. They meet for an 
hour of prayer two mornings a week, 
and on those evenings go into desig-
nated bars as "bar chaplains." When 
we finished talking, the younger 
man threw his arm over the shoulder 
of the older man, and they walked 
off, clearly enjoying their ministry 
and each other. 
As I watched them go, I wondered 
at the difference between these two 
guys and the two I met the previous 
week. Then I recalled a speaker's 
illustration that encouraged people 
to stay on the front line of ministry. I 
realized the two "bar chaplains" were 
front-line soldiers; the ones I'd met 
the week before were rear-echelon 
bureaucrats. 
continued on page 10 
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by Warren Hoffman 
Drawing on Jesus' image of the 
harvest in Matt. 9. this book reveals 
the "secret" of evangelism: the 
readiness of all Christians to use 
their aptitudes, personalities, and 
gifts in the process of making dis-
ciples. Warren discusses biblical 
principles of evangelism and pro-
vides a step-by-step plan for bring-
ing together and training a group of 
Christians so they can work effec-
tively as a team to win persons to 
Christ and the church. 
Paper, 239 pages. $7.95 
($9.95 Can.) 
Available from your Christian Light 
Bookstore, or order from Evangel 
Publishing House with our toll-free 
number (800) 822-5919 except Indi-
ana or Canada. In Canada, please 
order from Evangel of Canada, P.O. 
Box 294, Brantford, Ont. N3T 5M8. 
Phone (519) 753-1903. 
But too often we take our most 
committed people and make them 
rear-echelon quartermasters instead 
of front-line officers. We produce 
managers, not ministers. In the book 
Leaders, Bennis and Nanus observe, 
"The problem with many organiza-
tions, and especially the ones that 
are failing, is that they tend to be 
overmanaged and underled." We 
need to streamline our structures, 
freeing our leaders to be primarily 
ministers, not managers. 
A key way to do that is to high-
light those doing ministry. Some 
churches display pictures of the elder 
board in the church foyer. A better 
approach is to put up pictures of 
people leading ministries on the back 
of our weekly bulletin and in our 
visitor's brochure. At our annual 
Celebration Sunday, a slide show 
highlights the people involved in our 
ministries. Occasionally people set 
up tables in the foyer about their 
ministries. As a result, few people 
know who our deacons are, but 
many know who the leaders of our 
ministries are. 
After a while, those messages begin 
to change things. We have in our 
congregation a doctor who was 
raised in the church and always felt 
that being a faithful lay person meant 
serving on church boards. And he 
has served two terms on our deacon 
board. But he caught the fire for 
ministry and decided to open a med-
ical clinic in the inner city. He now 
earns his living by working half-time 
in a suburban practice and donates 
his remaining time at the clinic. I 
doubt he would accept a nomination 
to the deacon board again, because 
he's tasted ministry and found it 
more satisfying than management. 
Our deacons are certainly impor-
tant, and we take them on an annual 
retreat to tell them, "Your manage-
ment here is critical, because you're 
the only ones doing it." But we're 
honest with them: "You're in a con-
text where managers don't get lots of 
attention." We have to find deacons 
who are cut out of true servant mate-
rials, who can thrive in a behind-the-
scenes role. We resonate with Acts 6: 
Let's find some qualified people who 
can handle the distribution of funds, 
so that we can free the others to do 
the more important work of ministry. 
Give everyone permission 
to minister 
Whenever I talk about getting lay 
people involved in ministry, one of 
the major concerns is, "How do you 
train them?" In our congregation, for 
example, we have a lawyer who 
began a mediation ministry. An oc-
cupational therapist began a minis-
try to the physically disabled. Four 
couples read Ron Sider's Rich Chris-
tians in an Age of Hunger and as a 
result began our street ministry. The 
point is, every one of these people 
drew upon his or her life experiences 
to begin an effective ministry. 
But in many churches, we're afraid 
people can't minister until they've 
been trained, and training means 
giving them knowledge. The knowl-
edge model is by far the most com-
mon way to train pastors: the cogni-
tive input in college and seminary is 
huge compared to the life-experience 
training. Naturally, we cognitively 
trained leaders reproduce what we 
have experienced. Training means 
receiving content. As a result, I've 
found most lay people are convinced 
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Other things being equal, maybe the three most 
important things about church growth 
are mindset, mindset, and mindset. 
they don't have enough knowledge 
to be real ministers. 
But when the focus is on skills, lay 
people realize I do have some. I've 
watched a host of people who prob-
ably wouldn't perform well in the 
classroom do a great job in minis-
tries. Probably none of the people I 
mentioned above could define "sacer-
dotalism," but they can design, lead, 
and participate in significant minis-
tries. 
So over the years, we've tried to 
communicate that in the Great Com-
mission, Jesus already gave every-
body permission to minister. If peo-
ple want the church to recognize 
their ministry, however they must 
meet four simple guidelines: 
1. Don't ask for money. (You can 
ask for money, but if you do, your 
ministry proposal has to be approved 
by those responsible for overseeing 
the budget.) 
2. You, not a staff person, must 
run the ministry. (To put it nega-
tively, you're not at liberty to create 
monkeys for other people's backs.) 
3. Stay out of morally question-
able areas. 
4. Stay out of doctrinal disputes. 
If they follow these guidelines, 
they already have permission to 
launch the ministry. 
We seldom have to say no to 
someone, but if we do, these guide-
lines keep us from being accused of 
favoritism. Most of the time, how-
ever, the four simple guidelines give 
people who don't think they could 
really minister the permission to go 
ahead. As a result, nearly all of our 
target groups have come from the 
minds and initiatives of lay people. 
Some members, for example, saw 
the great needs of step-parents and 
started a support group for them, 
which has proved tremendously ef-
fective in reaching unchurched re-
married people. 
Don't train too soon 
Though extensive knowledge isn't 
a prerequisite for effective ministry, 
training is important, and lay people 
today have greater training resources 
available than most clergy have had 
t h r o u g h o u t h is tory . The t r ick, 
though, is the timing. It's usually 
best not to train people until they 
have already gotten involved in min-
istry. Training doesn't produce min-
istry. Ministry experiences produce 
the desire for training. 
So now we offer training after 
most members are involved in 
ministry. 
The primary element needed to do 
ministry is desire, not training. So 
we tell people, "You don't need 
training to do ministry. However, 
once you're involved in ministry, the 
training can help you become more 
effective." 
In that spirit, we offer MIT (Min-
isters in Training)—Bible-college 
courses in topics such as church his-
tory and systematic theology. Recent-
ly we've developed a ministry of 
"spiritual planning" in which we tai-
lor an individual discipleship pro-




In one way, this problem is less 
complex than the first four . In 
another way, it's more profound. 
Separating the church building from 
the church ministry is tough for 
many people. Some church-growth 
people unintentionally foster this 
"ministry depends on buildings" mis-
understanding when they talk about 
parking, well-run nurseries, and the 
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Resources for Discipling 
New Believers 
Life With God: 
Basics for New Christians 
by Helen Johns 
Seven short, down-to-earth sections, each 
followed with Bible study questions, provide 
an excellent tool for use in discipling a new 
believer. The 64-page book includes topics 
such as prayer, Bible study, fellowship, wor-
ship, overcoming doubts and fears, and telling 
others about your new-found faith. This is the 
first in the "Life With God" series, designed 
primarily for one-to-one use with a new Chris-
tian. The books can also be used in a small-
group setting. 
Single copy: $2.95 U.S. 
Life With God: Love in Action 
by Helen Johns 
Life With God: Love in Action leads the 
growing, new beliefer into a dynamic response 
to God's love. Six easy-to-read chapters focus 
on the topics "Love in Action," "Love Serves," 
"Love Gives," "Love's Power Source" (the 
Holy Spirit), "Love Restores" (positive rela-
tionships and reconciliation), and "Love 
Prepapres" (a call to holy living). Like the first 
book in the series, Love in Action has short 
chapters of text followed by Bible study and 
discussion questions. A new feature is the "Up 
Close and Personal" Bible study section. 
Single copy: $2.95 U.S. 
Life With God: Being the Church 
by David Zercher 
An adult membership study for the Brethren 
in Christ Church. The seven-session study 
(easily expanded up to 13 sessions) is based on 
the church's membership covenant. The 64-
page study book also contains a brief history 
of the church and a prayer journal. The lead-
er's guide offers a variety of suggestions on 
how to teach the study, a list of additional 
resources, and several reproducible pages for 
overheads or hand-outs. 
Single copy: $2.95 U.S. 
Leader's guide: $5.95 U.S. 
Available from your local Christian Light Bookstore, or orderfrom Evangel Publishing House with 
our toll-free number, 1 (800) 822-5919 (except Indiana or Canada). In Canada, order from 
Evangel of Canada, P.O. Box 294, Brantford, Ont. N3T 5M8. phone (519) 753-1903. 
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three most important factors of 
growth being location, location, and 
location. 
It's been interesting to grow in a 
small facility in a part of the city 
where churches haven't grown for 
more than a decade. It can't be the 
location, it can't be the facility, and it 
can't be that we have greater access 
to God. Could it perhaps be mindset? 
Other things being equal, maybe the 
three most important things about 
church growth are mindset, mindset, 
and mindset. 
If we're going to help our congre-
gations focus outward, we've got to 
help them become flexible. A por-
tion of our staff—particularly music 
and Christian education people— 
would benefit greatly if we relocated. 
A contingent on our deacon board 
occasionally points out the liability 
of our cramped facilities. We get 
comments about our inadequate 
parking space. 
The points are valid, but I've 
argued, "What you're talking about 
is nice, but it doesn't facilitate the 
philosophy of ministry we've already 
established." We're not against big 
buildings, but we don't want to build 
one simply to house internal minis-
tries such as choirs and Sunday 
school. We want to look outward, 
and we've learned we can do that 
even with fairly limited facilities. 
We've developed multiple "congre-
gations," and we hold ten services 
each Sunday, not all of them in our 
building. 
Be patient 
Options for ministry abound . 
Every hurting and confused part of 
the culture represents a great oppor-
tunity. The average church can be-
come a powerhouse of ministries 
penetrating these needs. But the pro-
cess won't happen overnight. 
I began teaching these principles 
in 1971, and it was 1977 before we 
started our first target ministries 
beyond our walls. It took six years to 
create the necessary mindset to 
mobilize people for ministry. But 
God is not in a rush. The most 
important thing is to get started in 
the right direction. 
Evangelical Visitor 
Mr. Mangane blessing 
Caleb, while his son 
Allioune watches. 
Let the children 
come to me 
"Jesus said, 'Let the little children 
come to me, and do not hinder them, for 
the kingdom of heaven belongs to such 
as these '"(Matt . 19:14). 
This verse, though I've read it many 
times before, became much more appli-
cable in our lives just after the birth of 
our second son Caleb. 
Here in Senegal children are not con-
sidered viable and acceptable persons in 
the community until they are named in a 
public ceremony which is called an 
ngente. We felt we should honor this 
custom and so planned to have our own 
ngente for Caleb. 
At the same time we would use this 
opportunity to dedicate Caleb to God, 
and thereby show our neighborhood 
openly that not only does God love 
children, but he also asks that we show 
our love towards our children by giving 
them back to him, promising to raise 
them and educate them in the fear of the 
Lord. 
All of our friends in the neighbor-
hood were told by word of mouth (by 
far the best means of communication in 
this locale) about the ngente. On a Sat-
urday afternoon, we put mats down in 
our courtyard and got out our drum and 
guitars. 
People started arriving in family 
groups dressed in their finest bou-bous 
(traditional flowing robes), until our 
courtyard was absolutely packed with 
over 200 guests. 
We sang many songs in Wolof and in 
French, all praising God and his son 
Jesus Christ. Most of the songs were 
new for many of them, yet many fol-
lowed the words and several brave ones 
joined in the singing. 
Jay and Judy Smith and family live in 
Thies, Senegal. 
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by Jay Smith 
Of particular concern was the Man-
gane family. Allioune (the 20-year-old 
son) has been one of our best friends 
since we arrived in Senegal. He spends 
2-3 days each week at our house, playing 
with Eli or helping around the house. 
Ndey, his older sister, works for us 
four mornings a week, cleaning floors 
and sweeping the courtyard. Both 
Allioune and Ndey had been under 
pressure from their very religious Mus-
lim father to follow the Muslim faith 
and not come to any of our meetings. 
Mr. Mangane (the father), however, 
came to the ngente at our house; he sat 
towards the back, dressed in his formal 
religious robes with a fez and dark 
glasses. I wasn't sure if he entered in the 
singing, but he certainly was aware of 
the message. 
Soon it was time for the decision and 
naming of our son, Caleb. My friend 
and colleague, Valentin Muller, took 
Caleb in his arms, and in Wolof ex-
plained to the people gathered that we, 
as parents, were dedicating our son to 
God, and in doing so we were dedicating 
ourselves to raise Caleb up in the ways 
of the Lord. Valentin then announced 
Caleb's name in English and followed by 
saying that he would take on "Allioune 
Manganes" as his Wolof name as well. 
There were whispers of glee over this 
announcement and Allioune, taken total-
ly by surprise, would have blushed if he 
could have. 
Leone, a Senegalese Christian brother, 
then came up and prayed a prayer of 
dedication for Caleb and for Judy and 
myself. 
Immediately afterwards I saw out of 
the corner of my eye Mr. Mangane 
pushing his way forward. He came up to 
us and asked for the child, and my heart 
sank. 
What was he up to? Would he pray a 
Muslim prayer for Caleb or dedicate 
him to Allah? Believe me it was quite 
possible, considering who he was and 
the context we were in. 
But instead he began to speak to the 
crowd of his gratitude towards us. He 
spoke of how we had helped Allioune 
and Ndey many times. And then turning 
with the child towards us, he thanked us 
for honoring God with this child. 
That evening he called a family meet-
ing, gathering his 11 children from his 
second wife, and telling them that we 
were truly people of God. And further-
more, since we had honored God by 
dedicating our child to Him, we were 
honored as well. In fact, he went on to 
say that any of the family who wanted to 
come to any of our meetings would be 
permitted to come. What a reversal! 
Since then both Allioune and Ndey 
have come faithfully to our Friday eve-
ning meetings. Allioune even helps to 
lead the singing. He has stopped doing 
the Muslim prayers and has refrained 
from participating in any of the Five 
Pillars of Islam. 
Ndey, who also goes to the Wednes-
day afternoon women's meeting, now 
says she believes in Jesus Christ and 
prays to him for all her needs. 
Others in the family, though they 
don't come regularly, have dropped in 
from time to time on our meetings. The 
entire family has become open. 
A family, which had seemed com-
pletely closed to the gospel because of 
the religious zealousness of the father, is 
now open and willing to come and join 
us, all because of our son Caleb and his 
dedication, his ngente. 
Can God use babies to further his 
kingdom? No wonder he called for the 
little children to be brought to him, to 




LIFE at Sikalongo is described well in / the lines pinned on the calendar by 
my mother when I was a child. 
Doubt not thatfaith moves mountains, 
How often we've been shown, 
Though some are moved by avalanche 
And others stone by stone. 
It is the "stone by stone" ministries 
that make up the warp and woof of our 
days at Sikalongo: searching for truth 
with future pastors, training literacy 
tutors, trying out new ideas for women's 
ministries, checking the translation of 
TEE (Theological Education by Exten-
sion) texts and Sunday school books. 
But in the midst of these tasks there are 
special glimpses when fruit is seen. You 
discover to your joy that mountains 
have indeed been moved. 
I recall one such occasion, Easter 
weekend, when six of the Sikalongo 
staff travelled to Muyanda to serve as 
resource persons for the weekend of 
services. 
Five hundred people from 11 congre-
gations travelled by foot to attend this 
annual gathering. Food, bedrolls, and 
firewood were carried on the women's 
heads. Water was available at the nearby 
river. The Sikalongo Six and a choir 
from Choma were the only ones who 
came by vehicle. After two failed at-
tempts to cross the river and one long 
detour, the Sikalongo vanette trailed in 
long after the walkers had arrived. 
Food for the weekend featured the 
seasonal specialties, as well as the basics. 
There was ibbwatu (a traditional drink 
brewed from maize), freshly boiled maize 
on the cob, cooked pumpkin leaves, 
hominy, porridge, and chicken. Even 
the unyielding beds lined up on the 
cement floors of the classrooms were 
pleasant; thanks to background music 
provided by youth who sang long into 
the hours of the night. 
How did Sikalongo and its staff, 
located 75 miles from Muyanda, fit into 
this web of fellowship? 
Sikalongo Bible Institute 
For SBI staff members—Dennis 
Mweetwa, Lois Jean Sider, and Gin well 
Yooma—it was a joyful reunion with 
graduates and their families. Pastor J. 
Muzelenga, a recent graduate, and his 
energetic wife set the tone and directed 
the activities of the weekend. They were 
ably assisted by Phinias Sizimbya, a 
fourth year student doing his internship 
at a nearby church. There were other 
graduates in key positions of leadership. 
It is not surprising that Bishop Shama-
pani describes this cluster of churches as 
some of the most active in the brother-
hood. 
Women's ministries 
Edith Miller, still in the early stages of 
her assignment as Coordinator of Wom-
en's Ministries, was welcomed by an 
enthusiastic group of women. They were 
eager to share how God was working in 
their lives, as well as concerns they were 
facing. One woman, named after Anna 
Taylor (Grissinger) of the early Macha 
years, praised the Lord for deliverance 
from demons two months ago. She 
spoke of the peace that had settled upon 
her life. Another woman, who coun-
selled with Edith, accepted Christ at a 
prayer meeting in the moonlight. She 
was up at 5:00 o'clock on Easter morn-
ing praising the Lord with one of her 
friends. She reported the best night of 




Rhoda Makani, Christian Education 
Assistant, and I recruited extra helpers 
to keep ahead of the rush to buy books 
during the intermissions. The Tonga 
Bibles and a new, illustrated Bible story 
book in Tonga were the best sellers. But 
there was one big disappointment: the 
Tonga hymn books were not yet avail-
able. The printer is still searching for 
foreign exchange to buy the glue. 
TEE texts, literacy primers, and Sun-
day school supplies were distributed. 
There was time for interacting with TEE 
leaders. Filmstrips of the Passion Week 
were shown in the Saturday evening 
service. 
Youth 
On Sunday morning an impressive 
assembly of youth led the Easter morn-
ing march. In their sessions on Satur-
day, they met with Youth Director 
Dennis Mweetwa. Inspirational mes-
sages were followed with time for ques-
tions and open discussion. Mr. Mweetwa 
also met separately with the youth lead-
ers to discuss their roles and the expecta-
tions that go with leadership. The week-
end closed before Mr. Mweetwa had 
time to meet with all the youth and 
adults who had approached him for 
individual counselling. The main area of 
struggle centered on continuing the 
Christian walk after that first commit-
ment has been made. 
The threads of the weekend came 
together on Easter morning in a grand 
hour of worship on the grassy hillside 
overlooking the Munyeke River. In the 
antiphonal style of Zambian music, a 
Tonga arrangement of "Christ the Lord 
Is Risen" was sung by the congregation. 
A women's chorus became the lead 
voice with the full harmony bringing in 
the "alleluias." In the glory of the living 
Christ, the mountain of yesterday's toil 
and last week's discouragement had 
been removed. But the landscape was 
far from barren. In its place there were 
new mountains for exploit. With fresh 
courage we could say with Caleb, "give 
me this mountain" (Joshua 14:12). 
mountain 








by Lucille Graybill 
In 1982 we moved from Osaka to 
Nagoya, a city of 2,150,257 people. In 
this city we lived in an area called Ari-
matsu: a very, very old Buddhistic area 
where roots are deep in tradition. Many 
old Samurai houses are still standing. 
Before we moved there, our Japanese 
friends thought we were crazy, but being 
polite, they did not tell us directly. I 
think they thought so because we were 
moving into an area where Jesus is: "no 
thank you." 
After months of searching, we finally 
found a nice house to fit our needs but 
when the owner found out we were 
Christians and missionaries, he was not 
very happy. However, his wife liked 
Americans and wanted us to live there, 
so they rented it to us. We were told 
what we could and could not do. 
First we had to make friends, for we 
knew no one. I would go out on my bike 
each day and just greet people. At first, 
they just looked at me as if to say, "What 
are you doing here?" But day after day I 
greeted them and finally they would 
answer. The kids would say, "Ah gaijin 
da" which means " O h , you ' re a 
foreigner." 
When one moves into a new com-
munity, one should go out to visit 
neighbors. So, we baked dozens of cook-
ies and banana bread, wrapped them up 
pretty with a ribbon, plus a New Testa-
ment and our calling card. We visited 
10-12 neighbors, telling them who we 
were and why we had come into the 
community. Of course no one refused 
the cookies, so they accepted the Bible 
too. From then on, people asked how I 
made these and asked if I would teach 
them, which was the natural means of 
beginning my cooking classes. 
For John, it was a different story. He 
would greet men with his cheerful "Good 
morning," but they seldom looked at 
him and only grunted (and that was 
exactly their response). So it was diffi-
cult for him, but he finally made a few 
friends. 
Among them was our landlord who 
said he hated Christians, but came to 
like us. However, one day his wife told 
John, "You can talk to my husband 
about anything, except don't talk to him 
about your Jesus." John replied that he 
would respect her demand, but that was 
the reason why we came to Japan. The 
coffee shop owner and the new Buddhist 
religion leader of the community all 
became our friends and told us if we 
stayed here for 10 years, then the people 
would trust us. 
We were settled and ready to begin 
evangelism. How does one go about 
this? First we wrote up a testimony 
about our coming to their city, and 
introducing the doctrines of the Brethren 
in Christ Church. It also introduced our 
workers, the Sugata couple, and our-
selves. Then we presented a schedule of 
our church program with an invitation 
for them to attend. A group of young 
people from the Tokyo church came in 
the hottest month of the year to help 
distribute these 7,000 papers for one 
week. It was so hot that John came 
home for lunch and even his tie was wet 
with perspiration. Some people respond-
ed to our English classes and we began 
cooking class and Sunday worship. 
Things moved slowly and there was a 
time when we considered what does 
Jesus mean in the Gospels when he said, 
"If they don't receive you, shake off the 
dust from your feet and move on . . . ." 
We wanted to put up a cross, but this 
was refused by the landlord. We also 
asked permission to put up a church sign 
for our meetings, which was first refused 
by him, but later the owner granted 
permission if it was within his stated 
size. He even helped to put it up. But 
later we were told that after we had put 
up the sign, with a cross painted on it, 
people turned away from us. 
One day Mrs. Kisuna, a Buddhist, 
came to my English class and also came 
to the Sunday service. Her husband 
came once in a while and told John, "I 
want a Christian funeral when I die but I 
cannot become a Christian now." Their 
elder son also came for English. He and 
his wife both became Christians and are 
active in our emerging church in Nagoya. 
And Mrs. Kisuna was baptized at 
Christmas in 1988. She said, "It took me 
five years to get rid of the Buddhist 
altar." 
Mrs. Sato was our first Christian in 
Nagoya church. Mrs. Sagawa was hard 
to persuade, even though she was bap-
tized in junior high days, but finally she 
came through and joined our church. 
Mrs. Mano was struggling between 
Jehovah's Witnesses and true Christian-
ity. Finally she saw through and Jesus' 
light shone through to her. She was bap-
tized in September 1989. Her family, 
mother, brother, and friends all came to 
witness this event. Now she is praying 
for the salvation of her family. 
Mrs. Mio is a lovely person, and I 
wanted her to become a Christian. One 
day she shook her head very strongly 
and said, "I'll never, never become a 
Christian!" Praise the Lord, she was 
baptized at Christmas in 1989. 
Other contacts from those earlier 
days include Mrs. Oya and Eri, her mar-
ried daughter. They have been saved 
and now baptized after years of struggle. 
Mrs. Mizuno and her daughter Mari 
were baptized on June 3, 1990. They 
first came to us for help for their 
troubled son. 
God is faithful. Even though we had 
struggles, disappointments, and loneli-
ness, the seed was sown and is springing 
up and bearing fruit. These people have 
heard, and it is exciting to think what 
they can do with the message! 
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od aP work in our world 
The method I use 
Josi Ledn Herrera—Honduras 
(translated) 
The method I use primarily is that 1 
feel something inside my heart that mo-
tivates me to intelligently seek those who 
are lost. Another method I use is to pray 
for those who do not know God, and 
after this I launch out to look for them. 
I'm sorry for them as it says in Matthew 
9:35-38. 
Also I use a Latin American Bible 
which the Catholics here call the Catholic 
Bible. . . . I call it the Holy Bible, but 
when the Catholics see me with this 
Bible, the majority of them give me 
permission to explain some things about 
God, since they do not know nor under-
stand nor have anyone to teach them 
how to study the Bible. I present myself 
to them as a true Catholic. I tell them 
that a good Catholic studies the Word of 
God and accepts the message which the 
child of the Virgin Mary brought. This 
was the gospel which is the good news of 
salvation to humanity. The Catholics 
like it when someone talks to them 
about the son of the Virgin Mary. 
Another method is that since the peo-
ple so often live suffocated by the cares 
of life, I invite them sometimes to a 
restaurant or a lunch stand and while we 
are eating lunch or at least having a cold 
drink, I talk to them about the situation 
in which we are living as well as the 
world situation. Well, there are many 
ways to make friends with the people. Of 
course this demands time and some 
expenses, but Jesus talked and he also 
gave them food. I understand that there 
is need for food and I understand that I 
need to do something about it. 
Also it is very difficult to arrive at a 
home while doing personal evangelism 
and find two or three sick persons, 
sometimes in the same bed, and I, as the 
messenger of God, cannot do anything 
because I do not have any money in my 
pocket. I have suffered this kind of pain 
in being unable to send someone to a 
hospital because of a lack of money on 
my part. I ask you to help me pray about 
this need of the messengers of the Lord, 
who announce hope to a desperate 
world that believes that there is a God 
but lives as if there is no God. Then we 
are the watchtowers, announcing two 
things at the same time just like Jesus 
did—first the Word, and after that he 
gave them food or met some of their 
physical needs. 
Josi Ledn Herrera was sent to his 
homeland by the church in Nicaragua. 
In less than two years, he has planted 
four churches in Honduras. 
Unusual fellowship 
George and Ethel Bundy— 
Navajo Mission 
On April 14, we had a potluck meal at 
about 5:30 in the Navajo Community 
Center. There were close to 60 who 
enjoyed the meal. 
Just after 7:00 p.m. we gathered in the 
church. John Peter Yazzie gave us a 
self-examination message from 1 Corin-
thians 11. He stressed the obvious need 
to look at our lives and correct any prob-
BACK TO 
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In many countries youth cannot afford 
to finish high school or learn a trade. 
Your $180 (U.S.) or $240 (Canadian) 
contribution to MCC's Global Family 
program will support one student for a 
year. 
Q Mennonite Central Committee 
Mennonite Centra) Committee 
Dept. G, 21 South 12th Street 
PO Box 500 
Akron. PA 17501 -0500 
Mennonite Central Committee Canada 
Dept. G. 134 Plaza Drive 
Winnipeg. MB R3T 5K9 
lem areas. The essential point is obe-
dience in following God's purpose for 
each one personally. This was followed 
by a message from John 13. George 
Wero referred to what is recorded about 
Jesus washing the feet of his disciples. 
He noted feet are for walking, and com-
pared salvation to taking a bath. We are 
saved, but we are walking in the world 
and we need to use our feet. This world 
is not a clean place to walk through and 
there is much to contaminate us. Wash-
ing one anothers' feet, as Jesus did and 
as he instructed his disciples, does some-
thing for us in our submission to one 
another. The group of 47 men and 
women went to their respective places 
and shared in washing feet. 
What happened in these places of fel-
lowship is significant. In the men's group, 
we had a five-year-old boy who didn't 
really understand what was happening, 
but he shared. There was also John 
Peter Yazzie who has been in a wheel-
chair for more than 50 years, but he had 
his feet washed and he washed a fellow 
believer's feet! Then there were two men 
who were new Christians experiencing 
this unusual event for the first time and 
enjoying it. All the adults gave expres-
sion of appreciation to God for his 
goodness to them. It was in our praise of 
God that we could truly rejoice. 
All of the 21 ladies present under-
stood because Priscilla Wero interpreted 
for both Navajo and English speakers. 
Unusual fellowship, sharing, tears of 
joy, and just tears! (During most of the 
time for washing feet, tears were run-
ning down the cheeks of one lady sitting 
outside the circle. When inquiring of 
another who knew her, we were told she 
had wandered away from the Lord, but 
was returning.) One was weeping and 
praying while washing the feet of 
another whose language she could not 
speak. The voice of one accustomed to 
facing all kinds of situations calmly, 
broke as she was giving testimony. Sev-
eral, having never seen such a service, 
were deeply moved. Some for whom we 
had prayed numerous times were pres-
ent for the first time. One person testify-
ing to being saved brought tears to 
another who had never before heard her 
speak with certainty. A young lady 
asked us to pray for her family who did 
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not know the Lord. A three-year-old 
wanted to have her feet washed. "Why?" 
. . . "Jesus did." Jesus' words are true, 
"If you know these things, you will be 
happy if you do them." 
In transition 
Carol Geiger—Colombia 
These past few months have been a 
time of great transition for us. Our con-
gregation took in 54 members for our 
first congregational meeting. We elected 
deacons, elders and two pastors. There 
is now great need for intercession on the 
behalf of these men and women. We 
must be able to turn the balance of the 
decision-making over to them. They 
must learn to lead in wisdom and in 
love. Add a bit of cultural misunder-
standing into the mix and you will be 
able to imagine some of the difficulties 
we are dealing with right now. I can feel 
my own grasp of Colombian culture 
deepening and expanding as I learn 
more about the Colombian way of 
doing things with regards to running the 
church. 
Another need for the future is that of 
a building in which to base all the minis-
tries of the church. Presently Sunday 
school meets in two different places, the 
church meets in another and the youth 
group in another. We have been looking 
at houses in the barrio immediately out-
side of Niza IX. It is a big step to make 
and we are greatly in need of the Lord's 
guidance. We have also recently learned 
that finances will not permit the mission 
to help us make an outright payment. 
Pray that we will find owners willing to 
accept partial payment and then monthly 
installments, or that some other arrange-
ment will be worked out. 
I keep remembering, when I was 
studying at Ashland Seminary, how the 
pastors struggled when their church was 
in a building program. I have no idea 
what the stress will be like for our young 
congregation. I feel better knowing that 
you will be praying for us. • 
New videos available 
from MCC 
Two new MCC-produced VHS video 
cassettes are now available for free loan 
from all MCC offices. 
"Sharing stories, sharing strength," is 
a 20-minute video for prospective MCC 
workers or people who want to know 
more about MCC. It features stories 
from MCC workers in El Salvador, 
Haiti, Bangladesh, Manitoba, and Flor-
ida. It shows work in agriculture, liter-
acy, support services, job creation, com-
munity development, health and social 
services. 
"Everyone counts" shows creative 
ways five congregations are including 
people with developmental disabilities, 
encouraging their participation in con-
gregational life. It highlights the gifts, 
enrichment and growth that churches 
experience when including people with 
developmental disabilities. This 20-
minute video is also available for sale 
($25 U.S.)from MCC Resource Library, 
P.O. Box 500, Akron, PA 17501-0500. 
A twelve-year-old Chinese girl sat 
cross-legged on the floor absorbing what 
was being said at a Bible study on Jesus' 
message of repentance. "How do you do 
that?" she interrupted. That night she 
gained assurance of a truth that had 
been gradually forming into belief ever 
since her arrival in America five months 
earlier: "it's true . . . the Bible is true 
. . . I want to be a Christian." And 
great-grandmother back in China had 
an answer to her prayers. 
This is a glimpse of life in West Phila-
delphia with university students, re-
searchers and their families around us, 
the majority being Chinese. 
What do we do all day long? It's a 
variety pack of activity. Teaching con-
versational English to internationals, 
preparing and leading Bible studies in 
simple enough terms for spiritual illiter-
ates to understand, helping people to 
move, repairing a piece of furniture, 
helping with transport to the airport or 
shopping center, giving a second opin-
Ministry to 
international students 
ion on buying a house or major pur-
chase, being significant persons (serving 
as parents or grandparents) at recitals, 
graduations and parties, or just being a 
friend providing an opportunity for the 
foreigner to practice English . . . . 
these are just a few of the myriads of 
ways to touch people new to this coun-
try for Jesus' sake. 
One goal is to help churches become 
involved in hosting internationals in 
their homes and churches. This affords 
everyone an opportunity to be a mis-
sionary to people from all over the 
world, (even from closed countries) who 
live at our doorstep. 
Why all this effort? So that we may 
say among the nations "The Lord 
Reigns" (Psalm 96:10a). 
.by Pete and Mim Stern 
If anyone wants to know how 
to be involved in a ministry to 
international students, please 
contact: 
Pete and Mim Stem 
4407 Walnut Street, Apt. 28 
Philadelphia, PA 19104 
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I am an endangered species, the 
focus of devious efforts by those 
who see me as "a good catch." I am 
often a victim of subconscious ster-
eotyping, particularly among Chris-
tians. Although I enjoy life and am 
frequently envied, I am also the cen-
ter of much attention to improve my 
lot in life. I am single—under 35 and 
never married. 
Life in general has its ups and 
downs, its difficulties and joys, its 
disappointments and excitements. 
In these categories, the single life is 
not different. There are aspects of 
being single that are brilliant, and 
there are facets that are not so bril-
liant. One of the latter in particular 
usually leaps to mind in discussions 
on singleness and marriage: sex. 
Not all singles have the so-called 
"gift" of celibacy. If you look at Mat-
thew 19:12, it's more a matter of 
choice than of "gifting." Unfortu-
nately, the Christian church that I 
know still gives the impression that it 
is not willing to discuss sexual issues 
in integrity, without embarrassment 
and without being shocked or judg-
mental. Some Christian authors are 
not very candid in discussing them. 
Fortunately I have a friend or two 
with whom I can talk openly and 
honestly about sexual matters when 
the need arises. This doesn't mean 
that it's the only subject I talk about 
or that the problem has been re-
solved, but a problem shared is a 
problem halved. 
Maybe I shouldn't have mentioned 
sex first. (Is anyone still reading 
without a red face?) But it raises a 
point about being single that for me 
is important: being single is not 
by Bryan Sollenberger 
made easier by others. It seems like 
many Christians only read as far as 
Genesis 6-8, after which they see 
themselves as spiritual Noahs whose 
task it is to herd as many as possible 
into the heavenly ark—two by two, 
of course. Conversations turn into 
inquisitions: "When is it going to be 
your turn?" "Who are you bringing 
to the church Christmas dinner?" 
"Who was that I saw you sitting with 
last Sunday?" Flattering as it may be 
to know that one is esteemed eligible 
or fanciable, the routine becomes 
wearying. The old jokes are soon 
only old. 
Do we, as a body of believers, 
have anything to say about single-
ness? In the March 1989 draft of the 
Doctrinal Statement of the Brethren 
in Christ, marriage is given as one of 
the "rituals and practices of worship 
which are important elements of the 
Christian community." There is no 
mention of singles or of singleness 
being important. If marriage is an 
act of worship, the implication is 
that not to be married must be 
irreverent. 
Then there are the subconscious 
Bryan Sollenberger is a missionary in-
volved in church planting at Kensal Rise in 
London, England. He works alongside of 
Norman Kase and the Elias Moyo family. 
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assumptions, many of which are so 
subtle that people aren't aware that 
they're making them. For "blokes" 
(young men), there is an unwritten 
expectation that those in positions 
of leadership must be married. How 
many single pastors, bishops, mis-
sionaries or even deacons do you 
know? 
Married people are frequently seen 
as older, more mature, or more 
important. I have two friends five 
years younger than myself, but be-
cause they're married with two chil-
dren, they're usually thought to be 
five years older than I am. My col-
league, Elias Moyo, found himself 
included among the "older people" 
after his wedding while a single 
friend the same age still had to prove 
himself. 
There seems to be a general atti-
tude that glorifies marriage and 
makes singleness seem like the second 
class or economy section of life's 
747. Is it any wonder that so many 
single people feel miserable and 
incomplete? I want to be appreciated 
as an individual in my own right, not 
just because I do or do not belong to 
someone else (i.e., the father, son, or 
husband of someone.) 
Having read thus far, you may be 
thinking that I'm bitter about mar-
riage. If so, you've got it wrong. I 
was bitter at one point. However, 
being bitter prevented me from fully 
enjoying the privileges and advan-
tages of being single. There is defi-
nitely life as a single! 
I believe that single people have a 
different appreciation of friendships. 
Married couples allow themselves to 





other. Many friends, upon getting 
married, seem to disappear. If our 
friendship is to continue, I have to 
look them up. With the arrival of 
family responsibilities, it's even 
harder to maintain friendships out-
side of the family. 
I do, however, have close relation-
ships with several married couples. 
They have made me a member of 
their family and I am welcome at any 
time. If there are young children, I'm 
"Uncle Bryan"; if they are older, I'm 
a big brother. The house might look 
like a "tip" (messy) or immaculate; it 
can be meal time, bath time, or no 
time in particular—whatever is going 
on, I am welcome. Again, I'm the 
one who goes to them, but because 
they've opened their privacy to in-
vasion at most any decent hour, we 
all benefit. It's truly an extended 
family. 
If at this point there still remain 
any doubts in the reader's mind as to 
my attitude towards being single, let 
me dispel them straightaway: I think 
being single is brilliant! I thoroughly 
enjoy it! There are the odd "niggly" 
(irritating) bits, to be sure, but they 
are dwarfed far and away by greater 
opportunities to enjoy life and the 
potential for a nearly limitless range 
of experiences and adventures. If 
you're a single person, take advan-
tage of it! Realize how green the 
grass is on this side of the fence. I'm 
sure marriage is wonderful as well, 
but there are trade-offs. Make cer-
tain you've gotten adequate mileage 
out of being single before you trade 
in. 
To the rest I ask this: Grant me the 
privilege of enjoying life as a single. 
Be sensitive in your comments about 
my state in life. Allow me to enjoy 
opposite sex friendships without rude 
remarks or rumors of rampant ro-
mance. Realize that the family of 
God is an extended family, not a 
nuclear family. Judge my maturity 
on its own merits, not by whether I 
do or do not have a ring on my 
finger. Most importantly, encourage 
me to be myself, to be happy as 
myself and to use my time and inde-
pendence to their fullest extent for 
myself, for others, for the church, 
and for God. 
For a long time, I have found 
denominational magazines a burden 
both to promote and to read. How-
ever, let me tell you, there has not 
been an issue of the Visitor that did 
not excite, inform, or challenge me. 
Not only do I wholeheartedly wish 
to support and promote the Visitor, 
but I also look forward to its arrival at 
my home. 
—Rev. Paul Lehman-Schletewitz 
Pastor of the Walnut (Calif.) 
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Now is the time 
to begin Bible quizzing 
by Charlie Crider 
Are you ready? Hang onto your hats! 
Here we go! After a very exciting and 
eventful 1989-90 Bible quiz year, many 
of our teens are now getting ready to 
"sink their teeth" into the book of Acts. 
How about joining the fun? 
Although all churches have been 
alerted through the BCL Newsletter of 
the start of the new season, many par-
ents and teens do not get to read that 
publication. So here's a special invita-
tion for teens who have been missing out 
on the excitement of Bible study, spirit-
ual growth, friendships, and competi-
tion. All you need to start a quiz team is 
at least three teens and an interested 
adult coach. Why not join the quizzing 
ranks this year? 
For complete information and a kit 
for new teams, write to: Brethren in 
Christ Board for Congregational Life, 
P.O. Box 163, Mount Joy, PA 17552. 
This kit contains an excellent booklet on 
starting and maintaining a Bible quiz 
program in your church. 
Quizzing competition will be getting 
underway sometime after November. 
The actual schedules will be determined 
by the individual regional conferences. 
For information about quizzing in your 
conference, you should contact your 
regional quiz director: 
Allegheny and Susquehanna: John 
Sider, P.O. Box 108, Grantham, 
PA 17027. (717) 697-1597 
Atlantic: Paul Hensel, Box 265A, 
Columbia, PA 17512. (717) 684-
6071 
Canadian: Aubrey Hawton, R.R. 4 
Orillia, ONT L3V 6H4. (705) 325-
4988 
Central: John Weaver, 66219 Grass-
lands Lane, Goshen, IN 46526. 
(219) 533-4190 
Midwest: Rev. Stan Norman, Red 
Star Brethren in Christ Church, 
R.R. 2, Leedey, OK 73654. (405) 
488-3330 
Pacific and Southern: The nearest 
director of one of the above con-
ferences becomes director. 
Protect your 
children 
with a gift that 
becomes more 
valuable with time. 
Don't let them have 
to say, "I wish I had 
Mom's recipe for...." 
Our Family Heritage Cookbook makes it easy to give your children their 
favorite recipes—ones that will bring fond memories of home. They will be in 
your handwriting and organized to suit your family's tastes. 
Our Family Heritage Cookbook will be treasured more and more as time goes 
by. 
The book contains beautiful watercolors by artist Susan Gygi and inspira-
tional quotations that add to the cherished experience of cooking family 
favorites. 
Price: $14.95 
plus $1.50 freight 
Phone (800) 822-5919 (except Indiana & Canada: (219) 773-3164) 
Evangel Publishing House 
P.O. Box 189 
Nappanee, IN 46550 
Our Family Heritage Cookbook is also available at a 30% discount for congregational 
fundraising projects. 
MCC contributions 
down from 1989 
U.S. contributions to Mennonite 
Central Committee are $545,000 (U.S.) 
below budget, reports Nancy Heisey, 
MCC associate executive secretary. This 
is 7.2 percent below budget. 
"We are not only not meeting our 
1990 budget," notes Heisey. "We are 
actually receiving less money this year 
than we received last year." U.S. contri-
butions for the first nine months of 
MCC's current fiscal year totalled $7.34 
million (U.S.). By this time last year, 
MCC had received $7.52 million from 
people in the United States. 
Contributions to MCC Canada, so 
far in 1990, are also below amounts 
received in 1989. 
MCC has no money remaining in its 
contingency fund for emergency needs. 
And MCC equity at Canadian Food-
grains Bank is only $127,000 (Cdn), the 
lowest amount ever. 
This shortfall in contributions means 
MCC cannot respond to emergency 
needs that arise during the rest of the 
year, says Heisey. 
"This shortfall raises questions, for 
example, about how we will be able to 
respond to needs of the newly arrived 
refugees in Jordan," says John A. Lapp, 
MCC executive secretary. "The current 
crisis in the Persian Gulf reminds us that 
our ministry in the Middle East should 
be expanded in 1991. rather than pared 
down." • 
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MCC Executive Committee adopts 
statement on use of food as a weapon 
Responding to the total trade embargo 
of Iraq, the MCC executive committee 
adopted a statement September 6 on the 
use of food as a weapon. A copy of the 
statement was sent to U.S. President 
George Bush. 
"As an organization responding to 
human need 'In the name of Christ,' we 
oppose the inclusion of food and medi-
cines in the embargo against Iraq," reads 
the MCC statement in part. "We believe 
Jesus' words, 'Give them something to 
eat ' (Mark 6:37), are a call to share food 
with the hungry irrespective of race, 
religion or political persuasion." 
Under the U.S.-led trade embargo, 
ships carrying food and medicine will be 
stopped from entering Iraqi ports. "This 
deliberate means of applying pressure is 
not new in war situations," says MCC 
Executive Secretary John A. Lapp. But 
today people and leaders of most nations 
agree that civilians should be protected 
from the use of food as a weapon, he 
notes. Humanitarian agencies such as 
the International Red Cross have been 
used to monitor the use of food for ci-
vilian purposes in areas where conflict is 
occurring. 
The complete text of the statement 
follows: 
"As an agency of Mennonite and 
Brethren in Christ churches, who oppose 
war and militarism, Mennonite Central 
Committee deplores the Iraqi invasion 
of Kuwait and the enormous buildup of 
military force in the region. We oppose 
the holding of innocent foreigners 
against their will in Iraq and Kuwait. 
We encourage efforts to bring about a 
negotiated, peaceful resolution of this 
crisis under United Nations leadership. 
We support that which "Makes for 
peace and for mutual upbuilding" 
(Romans 14:19). 
"As an organization responding to 
human need "In the name of Christ," we 
oppose the inclusion of food and medi-
cines in the embargo against Iraq. We 
believe Jesus' words, "Give them some-
thing to eat" (Mark 6:37), are a call to 
share food with the hungry irrespective 
of race, religion or political persuasion. 
Much of our work internationally is 
aimed at improving poor people's access 
to food. Access to food is a basic human 
right enshrined in the United Nations 
Declaration of Human Rights. The with-
holding of food as a method of warfare 
October 1990 
is prohibited by international law (Arti-
cle 54 of Protocol II Additional to the 
Geneva Conventions, 1977). 
"The U.N. resolution applying eco-
nomic sanctions to Iraq and Kuwait, 
reflecting international agreement against 
the use of food as a weapon, permits 
Iraq and Kuwait to receive "supplies 
intended strictly for medical purposes 
and, in humanitarian circumstances, 
foodstuffs." However, the United States 
and other nations seem prepared to use 
the withholding of food as a weapon to 
bring down the government of Iraq. 
President Bush, when asked whether 
food should be included in the embargo, 
replied that he hoped everything would 
be prevented from entering Iraq. A 
State Department official said that, 
while the United States does not intend 
to starve the people of Iraq, they want to 
make them tighten their belts over the 
next few months. 
"We believe it is morally wrong to 
keep food from hungry people. We call 
on the international community and the 
government of the United States to 
ensure that the people of Iraq and 
Kuwait are not deprived of adequate 
food and medical supplies." • 
Fears of war prompt questions 
about conscientious objection 
About 15 people have called MCC 
U.S. Peace Section in recent weeks with 
questions related to registration and the 
draft. 
Some have asked how they can regis-
ter as a conscientious objector; others 
have friends in the military or reserve 
units who are struggling with their beliefs 
about war and peace. 
"I feel both happy and disappointed 
that there have been so many calls since 
tensions in the Middle East escalated," 
says Titus Peachey, so-secretary of the 
Peace section with his wife Linda. "I'm 
happy that people want to be faithful to 
Christ's way of peace, even during this 
time of military mobilization." 
"I am troubled, however, that it takes 
a crisis like this to enliven our concerns 
about peace issues. When others die in 
low intensity conflicts around the world, 
it is difficult for us to respond with a 
similar sense of urgency." 
Peachey fears that the $2 billion the 
U.S. government spends annually for 
military recruitment and promotion has 
been effective. "I think the dominant 
culture has done a good job of putting us 
to sleep on peace issues,"he says. "When 
U.S. troops are not engaged in combat, 
we are all tempted to think that being in 
the army is just a way to get an educa-
tion and a good job, that it has nothing 
to do with killing people." 
Now, as always, is a good time to 
think about peace, Peachey says, includ-
ing adults as well as young people who 
are nervous about a possible draft. "We 
need to think creatively about how we as 
adults can resist the call to arms." 
The current crisis in the Persian Gulf 
region is directly tied to economic con-
cerns, Peachey believes. "Resisting this 
call to arms may even mean examining 
our own lifestyles and working at ways 
to make ourselves less dependent on 
resources the military is willing to fight 
for." 
In addition to providing resources to 
people who are thinking about the impli-
cations of U.S. military intervention in 
the Middle East, MCC U.S. Peace Sec-
tion is available to counsel people who 
have questions about military service. 
Current law, says Peachey, requires 
young men to register with the U.S. 
government within 30 days of their 18th 
birthday. They can do this at any post 
office. "If you are a conscientious objec-
tor and you choose to register," says 
Peachey, "write on the form that you are 
a conscientious objector; space is not 
provided." 
The section will mail free copies of a 
"Christian peacemaker registration" 
form, available in English and Spanish, 
to anyone interested in filing a copy of 
their convictions with a church-related 
agency. MCC has copies of the forms 
from young people across the United 
States on file; church conference peace 
offices also file the documents. "In the 
event of a draft, these documents could 
provide evidence of an individual's sin-
cerity of belief," says Peachey. 
Peachey encourages those who have 
questions or who would like to file a 
Christian peacemaker registration form 
to contact their pastor, church confer-
ence peace secretary or MCC U.S. 
Peace Section, P.O. Box 500, Akron, 




On Aug. 19, the Abundant Life church, Union-
town, Pa., held its semi-annual LIFE meal (Laity 
Influencing Friends Everywhere). Certificates of 
appreciation went to 59 persons. The congrega-
tion hosted the Continentals on Aug. 13 at a local 
baseball field. • Harvey Musser, Barton Starr, and 
Arthur Climenhaga were speakers in August and 
September for the Air Hill congregation, Cham-
bersburg. Pa. • Chico Hernandez of Mt. Hope 
Ministries, Hagerstown, spoke on Sept. 16 to the 
Antrim congregat ion, Chambersburg . • The 
Canoe Creek congregation, Holidaysburg, Pa., 
heard the Big Valley Men's Chorus in the August 
26 evening service. Sam and Nancy David, mis-
sionaries to Mexico, shared in the Sept. 19 service. 
The Chambersburg, Pa., congregation is con-
tinuing a two-service format this fall as a deliberate 
decision for evangelism and outreach. The church 
hosted the Aug. 23 Allegheny Conference church 
growth seminar with Frank Tillapaugh. • The 
Prime Timers group of the Fairview Ave. congre-
gation, Waynesboro, Pa., went to the Chambers-
burg Open Door Church on Aug. 16 to hearevan-
gelist Rick Amato. • The week of Aug. 13 was 
VBS for the Five Forks church, Waynesboro. The 
offering bought two bicycles for health care 
workers at Sikalongo Hospital, Zambia. • On 
Sept. 8, the Hollowell church, Waynesboro, had a 
Sunday school workers appreciation picnic. Five 
persons were baptized on Aug. 26. • The Iron 
Springs congregation, Fairfield, Pa., enjoyed two 
films in September: "Thin Ice"and "The Calling." 
On Aug. 12, the Martinsburg, Pa., congrega-
tion viewed the film "Caught ."* On Aug. 19, the 
Montgomery congregation, Mercersburg, Pa., had 
a vesper service with the singing and guitar of Alan 
Kipe, and a picnic. • On Aug. 19, Greg Wingert 
shared his summer experiences in Costa Rica with 
the New Guilford congregation, Chambersburg, 
Pa. • The youth of the South Mountain congrega-
tion, Shippensburg, Pa., went to Hershey Park on 
Aug. 22. • On Aug. 20 and 23. volunteers from the 
Van Lear congregation, Williamsport, Md., helped 
at the Williamsport Food Bank. Installation of 
Sunday school teachers and a carry-in meal were 
Aug. 26. 
Atlantic Conference 
Senior high youth of the Cross Roads congrega-
tion, Mount Joy, Pa., are selling flower bulbs to 
raise money for YOUthQuest expenses. The New 
Light music ministry from Messiah College sang 
on Aug. 19. • The Fairland church, Cleona, Pa., 
was the site of a 50th wedding anniversary family 
celebration for Mr. and Mrs. Ray Rissinger. The 
couple has two daughters, Charlotte Tumilty and 
Doris Rissinger. • The youth of the Free Grace 
congregation, Millersburg, Pa., had an Aug. 24-26 
retreat. The Pioneer Clubs organizational meeting 
was Aug. 20. A church ministry evaluation form 
has been circulated. • Jay Booser, John Bicksler. 
and a Gideon representative filled the pulpit three 
August Sundays for the Hummelstown, Pa., 
congregation. 
The Lancaster, Pa., church had a Christian edu-
cation workers kick-off dinner on Aug. 29. The 
New Age Movement was the subject of two adult 
Sunday school classes in early fall. An Aug. 4 yard 
sale netted $800 for YOUthQuest expenses. • On 
Aug. 11, the Manheim, Pa., congregation, cele-
brated the elimination of their indebtedness on the 
church which was completed in 1979. • The Speers 
were in concert Aug. 18 for the Manor church, 
Mountville, Pa. Sunday morning services are now 
being videotaped with one copy for the library and 
another for shut-ins. • The Mastersonville congre-
gation, Manheim, Pa., began a four-stage reno-
vation by replacing a portion of the roof. The 
video "Asbury Revival"was presented on Aug. 19 
by the adult Sunday school class. 
Don and Shirley Frymire spoke on Aug. 26 to 
the Millersville, Pa., congregation. • On Aug. 5, 
Enrique Palacios, Nicaraguan church leader, spoke 
to the Mt. Pleasant church. Mount Joy, Pa. A 
farewell meal for Associate Pastor Bryan Shive 
was on Aug. 31. • The New Covenant church, 
Quakertown, Pa., planned a family campout and 
international picnic in August . • The choir 
members and families of the Palmyra, Pa., con-
gregation had an Aug. 18 picnic. On Sept. 9, there 
was a meal to honor senior members. • The 
Pequea church, Lancaster, Pa., began double 
tracking on Sept. 2 with two Sunday school peri-
ods and two services. 
Stephen Ndlovu, former bishop in Zimbabwe, 
spoke Aug. 15 in the midweek service of the Ref-
ton. Pa. congregation. • On Aug. 26, youth of the 
Souderton, Pa., congregation joined with youth 
from four area congregations for sports and 
recreation at Menlo Park in Perkasie. • The 
Stowe, Pa., congregation had a fellowship meal 
and communion on Aug. 19. Seth Muleya f rom 
Quakertown spoke on Aug. 26. • The Summit 
View congregation. New Holland, Pa., partici-
pated recently in Church Day at the New Holland 
Community Park. 
Meduri ordained 
Paul Meduri was ordained to the 
Christian ministry on Sunday, August 
12, 1990. Owen Alderfer, retired bishop 
of the Central Conference, was in charge 
of the service, held at the Peace Chapel 
Brethren in Christ Church in Ravenna, 
Ohio. 
Pastor Meduri had served the Morri-
son, 111., Brethren in Christ Church for 
two years prior to coming to Peace 
Chapel in August. Pastor Meduri served 
as associate pastor at Peace Chapel 
from 1986-1988, while in seminary. 
Pastor Meduri completed his under-
graduate training at Kent State Univer-
sity in Kent, Ohio, in 1977, receiving a 
Bachelor of Science in Education degree. 
In May 1988 he received his Master of 
Divinity degree from Ashland Theolog-
ical Seminary in Ashland, Ohio. 
He and his wife Joyce have two 
22 
children—Matthew, four, and Jeremy, 
two. 
The ordination sermon was preached 
by Neil Cabe, planting pastor of Peace 
Chapel Brethren in Christ Church. As-
sisting in the service were Eric Brett-
schneiderand Pat McDaniel(from Peace 
Chapel), Budd Curfman (United Method-
ist Church), and P. J. Meduri (First 
Baptist Church), nephew of Pastor 
Meduri. 
Canadian Conference 
The Delisle, Sask., church had VBS Aug. 20-24. 
A Mike Warnke video was shown Aug. 5. Youth 
Camp was Aug. 31 — Sept. 3 at Ranger Lake Bible 
Camp. • Greg Climenhaga and Lamar Fretz were 
August speakers for the Falls View congregation, 
Niagara Falls, Ont. • The Heise Hill congregation, 
Gormley, Ont., had its annual corn roast on Aug. 
29. A Sunday school picnic was Sept. 9 at Victoria 
Square. • Pastor Angel Valentin of the Houghton 
congregation, Langton, Ont., shared his testimony 
with the congregation in an Aug. 5 evening service. 
• Walter Winger of the Upland, Calif., church was 
the speaker on Aug. 12 for the Lakeside Commu-
nity church, Calgary, Alb. Guests from all over 
North America were present Aug. 11 as Oliver and 
Dorothy Winger celebrated 50 years of marriage. 
Sept. 9 was Kids Day at the North East Com-
munity church, Calgary, Alb., with Good News 
Magician Lather Malmberg. • John Paris minis-
tered in music Aug. 5 for the Oak Ridges, Ont.. 
congregation. Moms and Tots met for a picnic on 
Aug. 14. • Sunday school promotion day was 
Aug. 26 for the Sherkston, Ont., children. The day 
featured Uncle Mike's Puppets and refreshments. 
• A summer sermon series for the Oakville, Ont.. 
congregation was "Who Y o u A r e W h e n N o One's 
Looking." Sandra Gooderham gave the Aug. 5 
message. • Annie and Henry Wiebe gave a report 
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Aug. 5 to the Wainfleet, Ont., congregation on 
their experiences at Mennonite World Confer-
ence. Lilly Wiebe also reported on her year in the 
SALT program. • The youth group of the Wel-
land, Ont., church planned an Aug. 3 trip to see a 
Welland Pirates game. 
Central Conference 
On Aug. 1, the Amherst congregation, Massil-
lon, Ohio, enjoyed the missions film on China, 
"Beyond the Great Wall." A Sunday school 
appreciation breakfast was Aug. 25. • The Ash-
land, Ohio, congregation had their first annual 
scramble golf tournament and barbecue on Aug. 
17. • On Sept. 5, Dr. and Mrs. Alvin Heisey shared 
about their missions trip to Africa with the Beulah 
Chape) congregation, Springfield, Ohio. • The 
Christian Union congregation, Garrett, Ind., had 
a Sept. 8 breakfast meeting for Sunday school 
staff and spouses. • On Aug. 19, the Fairview 
church, Englewood, Ohio, hosted the Christian 
Women's Fellowship with speaker Kathy Zim-
merman on "Building One Another Up in Love."* 
The Highland church, West Milton, Ohio, had a 
nail pulling/ remodeling party at the home of Pas-
tor Miller on Sept. 8. • The Mooretown church, 
Sandusky, Mich., had an Aug. 26 picnic at Sanilac 
Co. Park. 
Curtis Link was installed Sept. 9 as pastor of the 
Morrison, 111., church. • Sept. 23 was kick-off day 
for the shepherding ministry of the Nappanee, 
Ind., congregation. • The Peace Chapel congrega-
tion, Ravenna, Ohio, began Sunday evening prayer 
meetings in homes in September. • The Pleasant 
Hill, Ohio, congregation has established a Chris 
Adams Memorial Fund for purchasing choir 
chimes. • On Aug. 19, Deb Patrick, missionary to 
Bogota, Colombia, spoke to the Sippo Valley 
congregation, Massillon, Ohio. • On Sept. 2, the 
Union Grove church, New Paris, Ind., was the site 
of a 25th wedding anniversary celebration for 
Bernard and Violet Weldy. • Joseph and Laura 
Fox were installed as pastoral couple of the West-
ern Hills congregation, Cincinnati, Ohio, on July 
29. 
Midwest Conference 
The Abilene, Ks., congregation sponsored an 
Aug. 19 community night with speaker John 
Nevin and a fingerfood fellowship. • Volunteers 
from the Bethany church, Thomas, Okla., traveled 
Aug. 6-9 to Denver to help in the church planting 
with a telephone survey. • The Mountain View 
church, Colorado Springs, Colo., held a Child 
Evangelism Bible Club on the church patio July 
30—Aug. 3. • The Oklahoma City, Okla., church 
reported attendance of 71 on Aug. 19 to hear the 
Golden Oldies Quartet from Bethany First Church 
of the Nazarene. • The youth group of the Rose-
bank congregation. Hope, Ks., had a kick-off 
party Aug. 18 at the home of Pastor Lister. • 
Morris Berry was guest preacher Aug. 12 for the 
Zion congregation, Abilene, Ks. 
Pacific Conference 
The Moreno congregation, Moreno Valley, 
Calif., planned a family campout for Aug. 17-19. 
A membership class began on Sept. 15. • On Aug. 
2, the adult classes of the Ontario, Calif., congre-
gation began the six-week film series "Ordering 
Your Private World." Pastor Zehnder resigned to 
return to secular employment on Aug. 31. • 
"Children of the Bible" was the theme of the Aug. 
6-10 VBS of the Pacific Highway church, Salem, 
Ore., under the direction of Child Evangelism Fel-
lowship. High attendance (children and adults) 
was 46. • The Riverside, Calif., church sponsored 
a meeting with Mennonite Mutual Aid on Aug. 
12. • "Our Spiritual Journey" in story, music and 
sing-along was the Aug. 26 evening service for the 
Upland, Calif., congregation, based on the story of 
deliverance in Exodus through Joshua. The junior 
highers began a four-week course in September on 
how to respond to evil. 
Southeast Conference 
The Community Bible congregation. Sarasota, 
Fla., had a Christian education appreciation ban-
quet on Aug. 24 with speaker Larry Bridwell. • 
Sept. 21 and 22 were set as work days for the 
Holden Park congregation, Orlando, Fla., to con-
struct new sidewalks and handicap ramps. • The 
Rolling Acres congregation, McMinnville, Tenn., 
hosted the Southeast Conference Congregational 
Life Festival on Sept. 7-8. • The August worship 
theme for the Winchester, Va., congregation was 
"Ingredients for a Long Obedience." A men's 
breakfast was on Aug. 4. 
Susquehanna Conference 
The Big Valley congregation. Belleville, Pa., 
had a going-away-to-school celebration for five 
young persons on Aug. 15. Items were brought for 
care packages. There were two baptisms in late 
Brethren in Christ teams make strong 
showing at World Bible Quiz Tournament 
The Montgomery Brethren in Christ 
team won the 17th annual World Bible 
Quiz Association Tournament held at 
Taylor University in Upland, Ind., from 
July 18-22. 
The Montgomery team, consisting of 
Gwen Moyer, Kim Helfrick, Dave Hel-
frick, Phil Long and coach Bob Thrush, 
finished second in the round robin, and 
won the finals in three quizzes against 
Detroit Youth for Christ and Central 
Ontario Brethren in Christ. 
The 1990 WBQA finals saw the great-
est number of Brethren in Christ teams 
ever entered in a World's event. In addi-
tion to Montgomery, Brethren in Christ 
teams in the Varsity division included 
Harrisburg (22nd), Wainfleet (11th), 
Atlantic Conference (10th), Mechanics-
burg (6th), Grantham (5th) and Central 
Ontario (3rd). The Central Ontario team 
by R. Aubrey Hawton 
was a combined Brethren in Christ-
Missionary Church effort with one 
American added for good measure! 
Seven of the top fifteen quizzers in the 
tournament were from Brethren in Christ 
teams. Vicki Miller (Grantham) was 
14th; Chris Bert (Mechanicsburg) was 
9th; James Woodland (Wainfleet) was 
7th; Tony Book (Atlantic) was 6th; 
Gwen Moyer (Montgomery) was 5th; 
Dave Helfrick (Montgomery) was 4th; 
and James Morrison (Central Ontario) 
was 2nd. James Morrison, who quizzed 
with the Central Ontario team and 
attends the Palmerston, Ont., Mission-
ary Church, was also awarded the Bert 
Larimore Memorial Award by the quiz-
masters for his outstand ing achievements 
and leadership shown throughout the 
tournament. 
Wainfleet also entered a Junior Var-
sity team. This year's team, coached by 
Dave and Jean Heise and including 
Sarah Marr, Deena Heise, Shawna 
Woodland, Shannon Traver, and Scott 
Woodland, was up against some stiff 
competition. The team made it through 
to the finals, but the quizzers were not 
able to duplicate their first place finish 
of 1989, and finished third this year. 
Three of the top ten Junior Varsity 
quizzers from the eight-team field were 
from the Wainfleet team—Sarah Marr 
(10th), Shawna Woodland (9th) and 
Scott Woodland (3rd). 
The World tournament brings to a 
conclusion the 1989-1990 Bible quiz 
year. Churches are encouraged to con-
sider Bible quizzing for their youth in 
the 1990-1991 season, the material for 
which will be Acts. Interested churches 
and youth leaders should contact Char-
lie Crider, denominational Quiz director 
(5965 Leebel Rd., East Petersburg, PA 
17520) or their regional quiz directors. 
R. Aubrey Hawton is the Canadian Con-
ference quiz director. 
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u Now I understand 
A California youth pastor said it after 
Let YOUth Care, "Now I understand 
what Cooperative Ministries is all 
about." 
He had just returned from the youth 
celebration at Tamiment, Pennsylvania. 
The blessings of this triennial youth 
gathering provided the inspiration for 
his new insight. The experiences of the 
trip, including a visit to Brethren in 
Christ ministries in New York City, 
provided the context for this new under-
standing of Cooperative Ministries. 
His description of what he under-
stood was specific and tangible: "The 
denominational Board for Congrega-
tional Life gave toward the transporta-
tion of each distant youth. The regional 
BCL also contributed, and the congre-
gation helped. Now I understand Coop-
erative Ministries." 
1 remembered that youth pastor last 
week while writing a thank you letter to 
one of our regular contributors to Breth-
ren in Christ Ministries. In addition to 
her regular gift to be used toward the 
support of all the ministries in the 
Cooperative Ministries budget, she 
included an extra gift designated to 
YOUthQuest—1990. 
I was especially impressed because 
this young professional woman does not 
live near a Brethren in Christ Church. 
Yet she knows about YOUthQuest, and 
was inspired to send a special extra gift 
to encourage and support the people 
who are planning it. My guess is that she 
is also praying for them! (She is one of 
the "Diaspora"—Brethren in Christ peo-
ple of all ages whose callings have taken 
them to new places—who continue to 
participate in the life of their church 
while being fully involved in another 
local body of believers.) 
Merle Brubaker is Director of Steward-
ship for the Brethren in Christ Church. 
Cooperative Ministries is PEOPLE— 
the young people who will be coming to 
YOUthQuest . . . Ken Letner and 
those working with him in preparation 
and prayer . . . you who read this 
column and give generously in your 
congregational offerings, knowing that 
a worthy portion goes to support the 
ministry of people like Ken . . . the 
young professional person who sends a 
regular gift to help all the people sup-
ported and served by Cooperative Min-
istries, and spontaneously sends an addi-
tional gift for a specific ministry to 
specific people. 
Cooperative Ministries is PEOPLE— 
all the people who give through their 
congregations . . . those who give to 
their Stewardship Office in the United 
States or Canada to be used propor-
tionately or designated to a specific min-
istry . . . and those who give directly 
to a ministry. 
Cooperative Ministries is PEOPLE— 
those people whose salaries and minis-
try support come from those gifts (in-
cluding their own generous giving!)—the 
bishops and other denominational lead-
ers, church planting pastors, missionar-
ies, and key personnel at Timber Bay 
Children's Home, Lifeline Ministries, 
etc. 
In my devotional readings this morn-
ing, I felt led to reread some of the pas-
sages of Scripture that provide the 
foundation for the work of the Steward-
ship Office—2 Corinthians 8 and 9 and 
the book of Philippians. I have moments 
when I feel like saying, "Ah, yes, now I 
understand." Specific biblical teachings 
illuminate and clarify specific experi-
ences. 
At this time of the year, each of us is 
thinking a lot about giving. Through 
newspapers, magazines, radio, television 
and other forms of advertising, each of 
us will receive tens of thousands of mes-
sages intended to motivate us to use our 
by Merle Brubaker 
money to buy Christmas gifts for people 
we know. 
Through our congregational and de-
nominational sources, I pray that each 
of us will receive several dozen invita-
tions to give generously to support the 
people we know through whom God is 
continuing to fulfill the mission that 
Jesus began on that first Christmas. 
Paul wanted to test the sincerity of the 
Corinthians by comparing their giving 
with the earnestness of the Macedoni-
ans, and with the giving of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! (2 Cor. 8:8-9). 
Paul wrote to the Corinthians to 
encourage their giving to needy people 
in Jerusalem. I believe God can use 
Paul's inspired words to encourage us in 
our giving, including the challenge to 
"excel in this grace of giving" as Jesus 
did (8:7-9), and the assurance that their 
giving was "not only supplying the needs 
of God's people" but also "overflowing 
in many expressions of thanks" and 
praise to God and prayers for God's 
people (9:12-15). 
Paul's letter to the Christians at Phil-
ippi was to thank them for their giving 
to support Paul and the ministry God 
was doing through him. That thank-you 
letter is known and loved for Paul's joy-
ful thanks to God, his confident prayers 
for God's people, and his incomparable 
praise of Christ's limitless giving. 
As we decide in our hearts to respond 
generously to the opportunities to sup-
port the people we know who are doing 
now what Paul was doing then, God will 
supply "according to his glorious riches 
in Christ Jesus." 
Then we too will say, " N o w 1 
understand." 
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summer. • The Carlisle, Pa., congregation has 
adopted the "Growing to Glorify God" steward-
ship program. The senior choir has gone to two 
rehearsals each week, giving members the option 
of attendance at either one. • The SWAP team 
from the Cedar Grove congregation, Mifflintown, 
Pa., shared about their Kentucky ministry on 
Aug. 15. David Climenhaga was the Aug. 12 
morning speaker. • The Colyer church roof, 
Centre Hall, Pa., has a new paint job. • The 
recreation committee of the Cumberland Valley 
church, Dillsburg, Pa., sponsored a riverboat 
cruise Aug. 29 on the Pride of the Susquehanna. 
Dale Schroederfrom Wisconsin was in concert on 
Sept. 9. 
Cindy Cassel, recently returned from a year of 
teaching in China, spoke to the Grantham, Pa., 
congregation on Aug. 1. The first Women's Salad 
Supper of the new year featured speaker, pianist, 
MS victim Doris Ortmond. • Membership classes 
began at the Jemison Valley church, Westfield, 
Pa., on Sept. 16. • Leroy Fetterolf was the Aug. 5 
and 12 speaker for the Marsh Creek congregation, 
Howard, Pa. • The Mechanicsburg, Pa., congre-
gation had an Aug. 19 missions education evening 
with Tim and Lori Zimmerman, assigned to Cen-
tral America with Youth Evangelism Service 
(YES) under Mennonite Board for World Mis-
sions. • The Messiah Village congregation, 
Mechanicsburg, had a work day Aug. 11 to wash 
dishes. • The Redland Valley congregation, York 
Haven, Pa., enjoyed family camping Aug. 31 — 
Sept. 3 at Christian Retreat Center. • The Wesley 
congregation, Mt. Holly Springs, Pa., planned 
spiritual renewal services Sept. 26-30 with Terry 
Burton. 
For the Record 
Births 
Allen: Benjamin Ray, Aug. 2; Curtis and Lois 
(Strite) Allen, Air Hill congregation, Pa. 
Bare: Nickolas Michael, Aug. 1; Michael and 
Linda Bare, Fairland congregation. Pa. 
Bundy: Taylor Rae, Sept. 3, John and Rae 
(Johnson) Bundy, Lancaster, Pa. 
Butterfield: Jonathan Robert, Feb. 11; Mark 
and Diane (Drescher) Butterfield, Walkersville 
congregation, Md. 
Drooger: Haven Kathleen, Aug. 19; Doug and 
Jackie (Newcomer) Drooger, Fairview Ave. con-
gregation, Pa. 
Etter: Shawna Nicole, Aug. 22; Troy and Ja-
nelle (Wingert) Etter, Antrim congregation. Pa. 
Frizen: Justine Elizabeth. June 19; James and 
Joyce (Sansom) Frizen. Walkersville congrega-
tion, Md. 
Herr: Tanya Rene, July 22; Robert and Joann 
(Kready) Herr, Manor congregation. Pa. 
Holman: Katie Lynn, July 20; Jim and Cheryl 
(Eberly) Holman, Sherkston congregation, Ont. 
Horst: Brandon David, Aug. 16; Thomas and 
Joanne (Metzger) Horst. Manor congregation. 
Pa. 
Hunt: Kimberly Nichole, July 27; Ramon and 
Donna (McMichael) Hunt, Manor congregation. 
Pa. 
1990 Roxbury Holiness Camp 
"Expressing 
Holiness Today" 
"Express ing Holiness T o d a y " was the 
t h e m e f o r the 1990 R o x b u r y Holiness C a m p 
Meet ing , Aug. 3-12. T h e var ious speakers 
showed f r o m the Bible h o w the experience of 
hear t c leansing a n d being filled with the 
Spir i t makes a difference in lifestyle, at t i-
tudes, a n d relat ionships. 
The co-evangelists were Dr . Merne H a r -
ris, f r o m A n k e n y , Iowa , a n d R. Dale Shaw, 
b i shop of the C a n a d i a n Confe rence of the 
Bre thren in Chris t C h u r c h . O the r speakers 
included D r . Ter ry Brensinger of Mess iah 
College; Dr . L u k e Keefer, J r . , of Ashland 
Theologica l Seminary , Ash land , Ohio ; Dr . 
Wesley Duewel , of O M S In te rna t iona l , w h o 
gave a n urgent call to p rayer a n d to tota l 
consecra t ion to G o d ; and Dr . Leslie Pa r ro t t , 
president of Olivet Naza rene University, 
K a n k a k e e , 111., w h o spoke a b o u t the power 
of one 's at t i tudes. 
O n e of the special fea tures of the c a m p 
was the u n u s u a l sense of h a r m o n y , unity, 
a n d love a m o n g the ma in speakers and staff . 
We praise G o d f o r this, realizing tha t such a 
unity is the work of his Spirit . 
T h e song leader and soloist was Mr . Pa t 
D u n c a n , f r o m Illinois. The pianist was D o n 
Redd ick , w h o c a m e as Pa t ' s accompan i s t . 
The organis t was Loine Bert, f r o m M o u n t -
ville, Pa . 
Dav id and C h a r l o t t e Freder ick directed 
the Chi ldren ' s C a m p , us ing the t h e m e "Ju icy 
F r u i t " to present a s tudy of the f ru i t of the 
Spirit . 
The d i rec tors f o r the Teen C a m p , David 
H e r s h b e r g e r a n d J i m S tauf fe r , repor ted tha t 
the y o u n g people showed a special ser ious-
ness of p u r p o s e this year as they fol lowed the 
Bible studies carefully and talked a b o u t their 
desire to live in wholehear ted c o m m i t m e n t 
to Chris t . D w a y n e Pot te iger was the Bible 
teacher. 
The Missions D a y p r o g r a m involved re-
por ts f r o m Zambia , Z imbabwe , and the Unit-
ed K i n g d o m . Of special interest was the mes-
sage " C h a n g i n g Lives, the W o r k of the Holy 
Sp i r i t " given by Enr ique Palacios f r o m Nica-
ragua. Marsha l l P o e was the interpreter . The 
of fer ing fo r Brethren in Chris t Wor ld Mis-
sions and the Board f o r Evangel ism and 
C h u r c h P lan t ing was $63,209. 
The 1991 C a m p Meet ing will be held Aug . 
2-11. Evangelists will be Dar ius Sal ter and 
R o b e r t H e m p y . — r e p o r t e d by John B. 
Hawbaker 
John: Tiffaney Faith, Aug. 26; Donald and 
Mary (Engle) John, Five Forks congregation, Pa. 
Kronawetter: Aaron Matthew, July 3; Eric and 
Darlene (Metzger) Kronawetter, Manor congre-
gation, Pa. 
Martin: Joel Thomas and Jana Kristine, Aug. 
11; Arlan and Lori (Fillmore) Martin, Manheim 
congregation. Pa. 
Miller: Meghan Elizabeth, July 24; Alan and 
Jean (Bumbaugh) Miller, Walkersville congrega-
tion, Md. 
Pifer: Joel Curtis, May 17; Craig and Janeen 
(Nester) Pifer, Manheim congregation, Pa. 
Rickman: Brent James, July 4; Charles and 
Rhonda (Main) Rickman, Wainfleet congregation, 
Ont. 
Ryder: Brooke Morgan, Sept. 1; Rick and 
Anissa (Horton) Ryder. Antrim congregation, Pa. 
Steinbacher: Cody James, Aug. 10; Pat and 
Christie (Toner) Steinbacher, Cedar Heights con-
gregation, Pa. 
Stern: Hannah Elizabeth, Aug. 14; Jeff and 
Regina (Sanchez) Stern, Alta Loma congregation, 
Calif. 
Witman: Alexis Nicole, Aug. 23; Mark and 
Kim (Grove) Witman, Antrim congregation. Pa. 
Zimmerman: Erika Rose, July 30; Jay and Sue 
(Gordon) Zimmerman, Mt. Pleasant congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Weddings 
Buser-Harnish: Cheryl Harnish, Manheim, 
Pa., and Ronald Buser, May 5, at Paradise 
Holtzchwamm United Church of Christ, Thomas-
ville, Pa., with Rev. R. Nelson Cheney officiating. 
Cauler-Buckwalter: Darlene Kay, daughter of 
Mervin and Lois Buckwalter, Millersville, Pa., 
and Brian Patrick, son of Thomas and Rita 
Cauler, Pequea, Pa., July 14, at the Manor 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. George Kipe 
and Father Michael Homola officiating. 
Flowers-Meyer: Charlene, daughter of Dr. and 
Mrs. G. E. Meyer, Bremen, Ind., and Monte, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Flowers, Nappanee, Ind., 
July 28, at the Nappanee Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Richard Mailloux officiating. 
Harnish-Sheetz: Kelly Lynell, daughter of 
Robert and Donna Sheetz, Mountville, Pa., and 
Dale L„ son of Paul and Ann Harnish, Washing-
ton Boro, Pa., July 21, at the Manor Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Robert L. Sheetz 
officiating. 
Hess-Kraft: Connie Kraft, Hershey, Pa., and 
William M. Hess, Manheim, Pa., June 24, at the 
Hershey Evangelical Free Church with Rev. Dave 
Martin officiating. 
Kriner-Knorr: Doris Knorr, Lancaster, Pa., 
and Joseph Kriner, Bethel, Pa., June 30, at the 
Manheim Brethren in Christ Church with Dr. Roy 
J. Peterman officiating. 
Metz-Harner: Sherrylee, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Dwight Harner, Marysville, Pa., and Ronald 
David, son of Mr. and Mrs. Emory Metz, Eliza-
bethtown. Pa., Aug. 4, at the West Shore Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. James Sollenberger 
and Rev. Simon A. Lehman, Jr., officiating. 
Shonk-Hurst: Edna Hurst, New Holland, Pa., 
and Glenn Shonk, Manheim, Pa., May 25, at the 
Manheim Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Ronald Gibson and Dr. Roy J. Peterman 
officiating. 
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Thomas-Martin: Rhonda Kay, daughter of M r. 
and Mrs. George Martin, Greencastle, Pa., and 
Michael Allen, son of Mr. and Mrs. John W. 
Thomas, Sr., Greencastle, July 14, at the Mont-
gomery Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Roy 
Hawbaker and Rev. Curtis Bryant officiating. 
Obituaries 
Bricker: Florence M. Bricker, born Nov. 2, 
1894, daughter of Amos H. and Lizzie Musser 
Bricker, died June 26. She was preceded in death 
by her husband Amos in 1985. Surviving are two 
children, Cora and Amos; three grandchildren; six 
great-grandchildren; and a sister, Edna M. Heisey. 
She was a homemaker and member of the Eliza-
bethtown congregation. The funeral was held at 
the Boyer Funeral Home with Rev. Preston C. 
Parthemer and Rev. David V. Martin officiating. 
Interment was in the Cross Roads Brethren in 
Christ cemetery. 
Burton: William Paul Burton, born Dec. 24, 
1929, in Adair Co., Ky., son of William David and 
Nancy Jane Burton, died June 30. Surviving are 
his wife Hazel; a son, Ricky; a granddaughter; two 
sisters, Mabel Hancock and Christine Willis; and 
three brothers, Arvil, Ed, and Samuel. The funeral 
service was held at Ellers Mortuary in Kokomo, 
Ind. Interment was in Sunset Memory Gardens, 
Kokomo. 
Good: Paul B. Good, born Oct. 16, 1906, died 
July 29. He is survived by his wife. Elsie (Halde-
man); three daughters, Verna Noll, Shirley Benner, 
and Janet Gish; five grandchildren; a brother, 
Ralph Good; and a sister, Sue Eyer. He was an 
employee of Agway Feed Mill, retiring in 1971. He 
was a member of the Manheim (Pa.) Brethren in 
Christ Church, where he was a member of the 
Home Department and a former Sunday school 
teacher. The memorial service was conducted by 
Dr. Roy J. Peterman with Rev. Wilbur Lehman 
assisting. Interment was in the East Fairview 
Church of the Brethren Cemetery. 
Kauffman: Beulah E. Kauffman, born Dec. 12, 
1903, daughter of Robert and Nettie Monn, died 
July 19. Preceding her in death in 1977 was her 
husband, John W. Kauffman. Surviving are a 
daughter, Louella Reed; two brothers, Douglas 
and Charles; and three sisters, Emma Decker, 
Addie Mentzer, and Mary Strausner. She was a 
member of the Fairview Ave. congregation, 
Waynesboro, Pa. The funeral service was held at 
the Grove Funeral Home with Rev. Lynn I. 
Thrush officiating. Interment was in Mount Zion 
Cemetery. 
Kline: John O. Kline, born Feb. 28, 1907, son 
of William E. and Jeanette (Thomas) Kline, died 
Aug. 22. He was preceded in death by four broth-
ers and a sister. Surviving are his wife, Lila M. 
(Yearick); a son, Gayle W.; a daughter. Donna 
Robinson; 6 grandchildren; 10 great-grandchil-
dren; and a sister, Irene Judy. In early life he was a 
farmer. He also worked as a chemist, and was last 
employed as a vocational agriculture teacher, retir-
ing in 1969 after 13 years of service. He attended 
the Cedar Grove congregation. Pa. The funeral 
service was held at the Brown Funeral Home with 
Rev. M. Eugene Heidler officiating. Interment 
was in Westminster Presbyterian Cemetery. 
Myers: Stephanie Jo Myers, born June 21, 
1968, daughter of Nelson J. and Faith C. Myers, 
died Aug. 6. Surviving are her parents; and three 
sisters. Melody A. Gish, Susan E. Shirk, and Rose 
Marie Hufford, her paternal grandmother, Nellie 
M. Myers; her maternal grandmother, Emma B. 
Wenger; and five nieces and nephews. She was a 
member of the Manheim Brethren in Christ 
Church, where the memorial service was con-
ducted by Dr. Roy J. Peterman. Interment was in 
the Manheim Fairview Cemetery. 
Smee: Sylvia Sandoe Wenger Smee, born Oct. 
17, 1907, in Chambersburg, Pa., died Aug. 10. 
Surviving are her husband, Ray Smee; a brother, 
Melvin Wenger; and four sisters, Edna Baer, Flora 
Bricker, Anna Hock, and Dorothy Kanode. Her 
husband was ordained to Brethren in Christ minis-
try in 1943. They served over 40 years in Pennsyl-
vania, Oklahoma, Iowa, and Phoenix until retire-
ment in 1968. Memorial services were held at 
Grace Mennonite Church, Phoenix, and Carlisle 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
Snider: Imogene Snider, born Oct. 1, 1905, 
died Aug. 6. She had lived a portion of her life in 
the area of the Red Star congregation, Leedy, 
Okla. She gave a number of years of service in 
Home Mission work with the Brethren in Christ 
Church; taught at Jabbok Bible School in Thom-
as, Okla.; and had retired as an elementary school 
teacher. She was an active member of the Beulah 
Chapel congregation, Columbia, Ky., where the 
funeral service was held. Interment was at the Red 
Star Community Cemetery. 
Wight: Walter Llewellyn Wight, born Aug. 4, 
1920, in Rocky Harbour, Newfoundland, son of 
John and Harriett Wight, died June 9. Preceding 
him in death was a brother, Norman. Surviving is 
his wife, Gwendoline. Walter was active in out-
door sports and was an enthusiastic lapidary. He 
was a member of the Trinity United Church, Kirk-
land Lake, Ont. The funeral service was held at the 
Symington and Monette Funeral Chapel with 
Rev. Eldon Byer officiating. Interment was in the 
Kirkland Lake Cemetery. 
Book Review 
No Empty Dream, by Luke Keefer 
Sr. Paperback, 227pages, available from 
the Archives, Messiah College, Gran-
tham, Pa. 17027. $5.95 plus tax and post-
age. Reviewed by Arthur M. Climen-
haga, former college, church, and mis-
sions administrator. 
This autobiography of Luke L. Keefer, 
Sr., stands as an excellent addition to 
the historical literature of the Brethren 
in Christ Church. Thanks is given to 
Ray M. Zercherforhis cover design and 
for editing the original reflections into 
the cohesive run of the autobiography. 
It gives an intimate picture of the life, 
times, and development of a brother 
only slightly older than this reviewer. It 
will help the current generation to under-
stand the rootage of older brethren and 
to appreciate the developmental distance 
from youth to older age. 
Luke Keefer, Sr., was rooted, as so 
many of us were, in a conservative life-
style past. His story not only tells per-
sonal details in his life and spiritual pil-
grimage, but also frankly reveals the 
wrestling of soul with current day devel-
opments in the life of the brotherhood. 
One senses the basic attitude of our 
brother on page 63 when he says, "One's 
ministry must be spiritually accurate 
and prophetically appropriate for masses 
of people. . . . One's application of 
biblical truth to current issues must be 
fluid without being compromised." As 
we read the story of his youth, conver-
sion, entire sanctification, call to minis-
try, larger ministries such as Roxbury 
Camp evangelist, administrative work 
in the life of the brotherhood, call to the 
mission field as Bible Institute principal, 
and to the present day, one sees those 
principles constantly at work. 
Probably the most important chapter 
for the current day is Chapter 12, 
"Church Issues and Movements." Here 
Keefer is singularly frank. Not all of us 
will agree with his assessments of the 
current scene. Even this reviewer, who 
has worked with our brother in several 
denominational situations, does not fully 
agree, for example, with his assessment 
of the result of our Brethren in Christ 
association with the National Associa-
tion of Evangelicals. Also one could 
have a slightly different hermeneutic on 
the principle of God, Christ, man, and 
woman. But this makes it all the more 
imperative that we read, digest, reflect 
and discuss the concepts raised in the 
book. This autobiography is no mere 
repetition of history—it is a soul-stirring 
and searching account of the life and 
thinking of a highly respected brother in 
the Brethren in Christ brotherhood. 
All the income from the sale of the book 
will be placed in a scholarship fund for the 
training of ministers, administered by the 
Board for Ministry and Doctrine of the 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
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Where the excitement begins 
Focusing on the theme "Where the 
Excitement Begins," Fall Welcome 
Weekend featured a picnic supper, an 
ice cream social, a student talent show, a 
banquet, and an afternoon of carnival 
fun. In addition, students met with peer 
support groups and spent time in com-
munity worship and praise at a special 
candlelight ceremony. 
Students and faculty began Messiah's 
82nd year with the annual Convocation 
Chapel. Addressing the gathering, Dean 
Harold Heie challenged his audience to 
live out the truth learned inside and out-
side the classroom. Dean Heie's address, 
entitled "A Lover of the Truth, "explored 
two sides of a biblical concept of truth. 
The Christian student and scholar must 
not only seek to understand God's crea-
tion and his place in it, but there must be 
conformity between his present under-
standing of that truth intellectually and 
the way his life is lived. 
After recognizing scholarship among 
members of both the freshman class and 
the returning student body, Dr. Heie 
announced the three students who were 
named Merit Scholars. Chosen by the 
faculty on the basis of scholarship, lead-
ership, and school loyalty exhibited dur-
ing the previous academic year, the 
recipients were senior Wendy Nissley, a 
senior dietetics major from Lewisburg, 
Pa., Corinne Hess, a junior political 
science major from Dillsburg, Pa., who 
attends the Grantham Brethren in Christ 
Church, and sophomore marketing 
major J. Welby Leaman, from Bird in 
Hand, Pa. 
Every year prior to classes starting in 
the fall, college faculty get together in 
retreat to start the school year off right. 
Dr. Parker Palmer, this year's faculty 
retreat speaker, is a nationally known 
and sought after speaker with interest-
ing, and sometimes controversial, ideas 
on education. Since 1988 Dr. Palmer 
has been working as an independent 
scholar, writer, and speaker. His newest 
book, The Active Life: A Spirituality of 
Work, Creativity, and Caring, was re-
leased by Harper and Row this year. 
According to Palmer, "Good teach-
ing is an act of generosity, a whim of 
wanton music, a craft that may grow 
with practice, and always risky business. 
It is, to speak plainly, a maddening mys-
Academic dean to serve 
on Pew Scholars Program 
Dr. Harold Heie, Vice President for 
Academic Affairs and Dean of Messiah 
College, was recently asked to serve as a 
member of the Advisory Committee for 
the new Pew Scholars Program. The 
program is designed to support the work 
of key evangelical scholars over the next 
three years. Commenting on the appoint-
ment Heie said, "I am very pleased that I 
have been asked to serve on this Advi-
sory Committee, and I have accepted 
the invitation with enthusiasm." 
The Pew Charitable Trusts of Phila-
delphia allocated nearly $2 million to 
fund research in the humanities, the 
social sciences, and theology. The pro-
gram's two major components are major 
grants of $100,000 to those already 
occupying prominent positions in their 
disciplines, and one-year grants of 
$30,000 for scholars poised to make sig-
nificant contributions. It will also fund 
several summer seminars. 
Consisting of eight scholars from dif-
ferent academic areas, the Advisory 
Committee is made up of evangelicals 
who understand the world of first-order 
tery." A recent profile on him in The 
Chronicle of Higher Education refers to 
him as an inviting teacher who inspires 
professors with talk of truth and love. 
How to apply to Messiah 
Students who wish to apply for admis-
sion to Messiah College for the fall of 
1991 should apply now. Here are four 
steps to follow: 
1. Write or call the Admissions Office, 
Messiah College, Grantham, PA 17027, 
(717) 691-6000, and request an applica-
tion and current catalog. 
2. Complete and submit the Messiah 
College application. 
3. Ask your guidance counselor to 
send us an official transcript of your 
courses, grades, and standardized scores. 
We will accept either Scholastic Apti-
tude Test (SAT) or American College 
Testing. 
4. Ask your pastor or church youth 
director and a professional person who 
knows you well to complete a recom-
mendation and send it to us. Recom-
mendation forms are included in the 
application booklet. 
Messiah College operates a "rolling 
admissions" policy, which means that 
the Admissions Committee reviews and 
scholarship. Dr. Heie said, "It is impera-
tive that the community of Christian 
scholars throughout the country pro-
duce high quality scholarly work from 
the perspective of the Christian faith; 
aiming for results that will have a signif-
icant impact on the larger academic 
community." He further stated that the 
Pew Scholars Program will make this 
possible. 
acts upon an application as soon as the 
application and supporting material 
(recommendations and academic records) 
are received. 
Messiah included in college guides 
Messiah College has been included in 
the recently released and first edition of 
Barron's 300 Best Buys in College Edu-
cation, and in the ninth edition of Peter-
son's Competitive Colleges for 1990-91. 
According to Barron's, it is "a guide 
to 300 myth-breakers, schools that 
breach the supposed link between col-
lege price and college quality. Although 
some of them are better than others, all 
deserve recognition where it counts: in 
the performance of their faculties, the 
depth and comprehensiveness of their 
curricula, the preparation of their stu-
dents for lives after graduation, and the 
prices they charge for their services." 
Listing Messiah for the fifth consecu-
tive year, Peterson's lists more than 300 
colleges and universities which consist-
ently have more undergraduate appli-
cants with above-average capabilities 
than they can accept. There are more 
than 3,000 accredited degree-granting 
higher education institutions in this 
country. 
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focMB on Phe foible 
Fourteenth in a series written by 
faculty members of Messiah College 
The devotional use of the Bible 
for effective Christian living 
by George P. Kimber 
When we talk about the devotional 
use of the Bible we are actually referring 
to the general use of the Bible for daily 
Christian living. To some this is a con-
tradistinction to the highly technical 
approach to Scripture by exegetical 
methods. The latter is assigned only to 
the so-called "biblical scholars" and 
"theologians." A hazardous result of 
making such a distinction, however, is 
that we more readily misinterpret and 
thus apply Scripture improperly to our 
lives and situations. Even when ap-
proaching the Bible devotionally, there 
are certain rules of interpretation which, 
when properly understood, will assure 
the integrity of the Scriptures (see Dave 
Zercher's article, December 1989). 
With this in mind, we must be aware 
that devotional study is not simply tech-
nique, but a spirit. Merrill C. Tenney, in 
his book on Galatians, referring to 
devotional study, states: 
It is the spirit of eagerness which 
seeks the mind of God; it is the spirit 
of humility which listens readily to 
the voice of God; it is the spirit of 
adventure which pursues earnestly 
the will of God; it is the spirit of 
adoration which rests in the presence 
of God. 
The Bible, unlike other great religious 
and philosophical works, claims for 
itself an intrinsic, viable life. The Spirit 
of the living God imbues the words of 
the pages of Scripture with the very 
essence of life itself. Jesus said, "The 
Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for 
nothing. The words I have spoken to 
you are spirit and they are life" (John 
6:36). The writer of the Epistle to the 
Dr. Kimber is Associate Professor of Bib-
lical Literature at Messiah College and former 
pastor of the Dillsburg, Pa., congregation. 
Hebrews, in speaking of the power of 
God's Word, states: 
For the Word of God is living and 
active and sharper than any two-
edged sword, and piercing as far as 
the division ofsoul and spirit, of both 
joints and marrow, and is able to 
judge the thoughts and intentions of 
the heart (Hebrews 4:12). 
To those who hold the Bible to be the 
Word of God, who believe it to be truth 
and act upon its teachings and com-
mands as pertaining to every experience 
and understanding of life, the Spirit of 
God, through the agency of the Holy 
Scriptures, quickens the Word within 
them to bring life and hope. 
It is part of human nature, then, to 
become devoted to that which nourishes 
and sustains life. All of us seek after 
sources to heal our bodies, free our 
minds from ignorance, give us reassur-
ance of being loved, help us face the 
daily struggles of life, and ultimately 
face death. For millions of believers over 
the centuries, the Bible has been the 
source to meet these needs of life. When 
Christians turn to their Bibles with an 
attitude of devoted love, they experience 
the ministry of the living Word in their 
lives. They come expectantly, humbly, 
and gratefully to the pages that speak 
eternal life. It follows then that the more 
we seek after the Scriptures, the more 
devoted we become to them and God's 
purposes through them. Let us consider 
this truth more fully. 
Regular time spent reading, consider-
ing, and reflecting upon the Word of 
God reveals the character of God. We 
learn that God is loving, truthful, merci-
ful, just, eternal, and infinitely personal. 
As our knowledge of God grows, our 
devotion and love toward him increases 
and our hearts are turned to obedience. 
In addition, within the pages of Scrip-
ture lie answers to the mysteries of who 
we are and what constitutes the meaning 
and purpose of life. We understand our-
selves to be creatures created in the 
image of God to love him and fulfill his 
higher purposes here on earth. The 
burden of our fallen human nature and 
the fear of divine punishment are lifted 
from us through the knowledge of God's 
redemptive plan of salvation through 
Jesus Christ and our response to it. In 
the joy and gratitude of our personal 
salvation we become more devoted to 
bringing the gospel message to those 
who have yet to hear or receive its truth. 
As we read through the story of crea-
tion, we also are reminded anew that we 
are, by divine directive, caretakers of the 
earth upon which we live. As we marvel 
at the infinite beauty, variety, and versa-
tility of creation, we sense both a one-
ness with all creation and a growing 
desire to nurture and protect that which 
God has given us. We therefore become 
devoted stewards. 
In short, Spirit touches spirit when we 
use our Bible as a medium for prayer 
and worship. Jesus teaches the art of 
prayer; David gives us Psalms to speak 
and sing back to God. We are lifted for a 
time to the heavenly realm where devo-
tion finds its fullest expression in the 
exultation of our divine Lord and God. 
William Temple, a noted theologian and 
prolific writer of the nineteenth century, 
captured the spirit of devotion and wor-
ship as he wrote: 
To worship is to quicken the con-
science by the holiness of God, to 
feed the mind with the truth of God, 
to purge the imagination by the 
beauty of God, to open the heart to 
the love of God, to devote the will to 
the purpose of God. 
The devotional use of the Bible indeed 
encompasses all of life and being. Edu-
cated study of the Scripture feeds our 
minds and imparts the knowledge we 
need to both understand and live life. As 
we apply biblical truths, our bodies, 
minds, and spirits are renewed in health 
and vitality. As a pure stream quenches 
the thirst and refreshes the spirit of a 
weary traveler, so the living water of 
God's Word imparts itself to those who 
devotedly come to drink from it. 
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Qnesims 
Dear Paul: 
It seems to me that you are saying a 
lot about submission these days. For an 
ex-slave, it is a nasty word. When I ran 
away, I thought, "Now I will never have 
to submit to anyone again." Then, of 
course, after I met Jesus, I did submit to 
Philemon voluntarily; but now that I am 
legally a free person, I wonder what part 
submission is to play in my life. If Jesus 
came to set us free, why should we yield 
to anyone? So I have been praying for 
insight, and I would like to share with 
you some of the thoughts that have 
come to me. 
I see that we are called to be a body, 
not just a collection of individual mem-
bers. Or, in other terms, we are a forest 
and not just a scattering of individual 
trees. If we are to function as a corporate 
group, we must be aware of the other 
members, willing to make room for an 
expression of their gifts and callings— 
even when we think they clash with ours. 
Actually, I don't believe that the Lord is 
so clumsy that he can't bring us together 
without our getting into each other's 
way. I am sure that if we were all tuned 
into his will, we would find ourselves 
fitting together like pieces of a puzzle, 
everyone needed and equally important 
for a complete picture. 
However, there is a kind of mindless 
submission that hinders growth. Maybe 
you need to speak to that issue in your 
letters, too, Paul. Everyone must have 
the freedom to think, to assess ideas, 
and to decide. If God's people submit 
thoughtlessly to anyone who fancies 
himself as a leader, we will be targets for 
heresy. 
In a good family, as in the church, we 
must have leaders and followers. The 
leaders earn their position by their wis-
dom, maturity, and willingness to take 
responsibility. The chaos that results 
from everyone stubbornly going his own 
way is probably more damaging than 
the harm that comes from blind obe-
dience. Fortunately, there is a happy 
medium. Peter and you, Paul, are 
acknowledged leaders in the church. But 
when a momentous decision had to be 
made about the relationship of the Jew-
ish law to the Christian faith, a general 
council was called in which everyone 
who wished had a voice. Eventually, as 
they took time to speak, listen, think 
and pray, they arrived at a consensus. In 
the end, it was neither you, Paul, nor 
Peter who made the definitive state-
ment, but James. It doesn't really matter 
which one of you summed it all up. The 
important thing is that everyone had a 
part in the decision making, and because 
of the dialogue they could understand 
the reasoning back of the action. 
In spite of my heady dash for free-
dom, I am happy to be a follower so 
long as I am free to choose my leader, 
and I won't be at risk while this leader-
ship is delegated from Jesus Christ. I am 
truly grateful for your leadership, Paul, 
and I truly appreciate the fact that I am 
free to air my opinions to you, even 
though your knowledge and wisdom are 
so much greater than mine. 
I am your humble servant, 
Onesimus 
'eace 
A Christian Peace Revival 
Denver, Colorado • November 9-11, 1990 
sponsored by Christian Peacemaker Teams 
in cooperation with several Denver area churches 
a column for 
Christian 
peacemakers 
Featuring: worship, biblical teaching, study of the roots of domestic and interna-
tional violence, and practical teaching and involvement in peacemaking. 
Speakers: Dorothy Friesen, Vincent and Rosemarie Harding, John Stoner 
Workshops include: What is CPT? Peacemaking with Families and Neighbors; 
Nonmilitary Violence: Abortion; History: Peacemaking in the Historic Peace 
Churches; Parenting for Peace; Building Bridges: Dialogue with those in the 
Military-Industrial Complex; Discerning God's Call: Various Life Situations. 
A special part of the conference will be a presentation at the gates of the Lowry Air 
Force Base of bags filled with groceries to be distributed to poor people. This 
presentation will highlight the way in which war and militarism often divert resources 
away from basic human needs for food, clothing and shelter. For example, Lowry Air 
Force Base is the site where U.S. money is processed to be sent to help fund the 
continuing war in El Salvador. 
Christian Peacemaker Teams is a joint project of the Brethren in Christ Church, the 
Church of the Brethren, the General Conference Mennonite Church, and the Men-
nonite Church. The Brethren in Christ relate to CPT by way of the Board for 
Brotherhood Concerns. 
For more information about the Christian Peace Revival (or Christian Peacemaker 
Teams in general), write to the Board for Brotherhood Concerns, P.O. Box 246, 
Mount Joy, PA 17552. For a registration form for the conference, write to Denver 
CPT Conference, c /o Glennon Heights Mennonite Church, 11480 West Virginia 
Ave., Lakewood, CO 80226. Contributions for the grocery bag distribution ($15 per 
bag suggested) may also be sent to the same address. 
"If you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry 
and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, 
then your light will rise in the darkness, 
and your night will become like the noonday." 
Isaiah 58:10 
The Way of Peace column is a project of the Board for Brotherhood Concerns. 
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Hhoel?e's Journal 
Listen to me 
Beth and I were talking; she was tell-
ing me about something. I asked a ques-
tion and she pounced, "I just told you 
that! 1 always knew you don't really 
listen to me; now I have proof!" And in 
that instance she was right; I was caught. 
It was a great illustration of how easy it 
is to give the illusion of listening when in 
fact you're not really listening and hear-
ing what the other person is saying. 
One of the most common complaints 
of children about their parents is that 
they don't listen. Parents, on the other 
hand, often feel the same way about 
their children. In fact, having someone 
who will genuinely listen to us is prob-
ably one of our most basic emotional 
needs, because being listened to means 
that we are important and that someone 
cares about us. 
The Psalmists frequently cry out, 
wondering whether God is listening: 
"How long, O Lord? Will you 
forget meforever? How long will you 
hide your face from me?" (13:1) 
"Hear, O Lord, my righteous plea; 
listen to my cry. Give ear to my 
prayer. . ."(17:1) 
"My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me? Why are you so far 
from saving me, so farfrom the word 
of my groaning? O my God, I cry out 
by dav, but you do not answer . . ." 
(22:1,'2) 
On the other hand, God knows what 
it's like not to have people listen. Through 
Jeremiah, God told the people of Judah 
what would happen because they had 
disobeyed him repeatedly: 
"I spoke to you again and again, 
but you did not listen; I called you, 
but you did not answer. . . . So do 
not prayfor this people nor offer any 
plea or petition for them, do not 
plead with me, for I will not listen to 
you"(Jer. 7:13, 16). 
Clearly, this matter of listening is 
important. But it's also difficult. We 
have a lot on our minds and it's often 
hard to put our own thoughts aside and 
pay attention to what someone else is 
saying. Some people seem more con-
cerned with expressing their point of 
view or telling their own stories than 
with listening to anyone else. So rather 
30 
than pay close attention to what the 
other person is saying, they are busy 
composing in their minds what they're 
going to say as soon as there is a break in 
the conversation. 
I've been on both sides of the listening 
problem. That little incident with Beth 
showed, as she took great satisfaction in 
pointing out, that I don't always listen 
well. At the same time, I've been in con-
versations with people where I feel like 
they don't really care what I think; they 
care more about themselves and their 
opinion. When that happens to me I'm 
annoyed, but it's also a good reminder 
to monitor my own listening habits. 
Being on jury duty this past week also 
reminded me of the importance of listen-
ing. Under current law (in my state any-
way), jurors aren't allowed to take any 
notes during testimony; they have to 
rely on their collective memory of what 
witnesses said. More than once— 
especially during tedious testimony—I 
found my mind wandering and I'd have 
to refocus my attention. Careful listen-
ing is an essential element of the judicial 
process—just as it is of any significant 
human interaction. 
When Beth caught me in the act of 
not listening, she was jubilant that what 
she suspects is true had been "proven"— 
at least this time. I was chagrined and 
embarrassed because I do try to be a 
good listener, but I had to admit that her 
accusation was true. I don't want her to 
have another chance to make the same 
accusation, however. 
The same Psalms that begin with a 
cry of frustration over God's apparent 
lack of attention and abandonment also 
contain statements of faith in God's 
ultimate care and attention. I want my 
children and others who need me to 
listen to them to feel something of the 
same care that the Psalmists felt from 
God: 
"I trust in your unfailing love; my 
heart rejoices in your salvation. I will 
sing to the Lord, for he has been good 
to me"(13:5, 6). 
"I call on you, O God, for you will 
answer me "(17:6). " You who fear the 
Lord, praise him! . . . he has not 
hidden his face from [the afflicted 
one] but has listened to his cry for 
help"(22:23, 24). 
Phoebe 
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Behind Middle East tension 
The recent invasion of tiny Kuwait by neighboring 
Iraq has caused near panic, especially in the industrial-
ized countries of the world. Why are so many nations of 
the world, especially those of the industrialized West, so 
upset about this invasion? Petroleum. Oil runs the econ-
omy of the developed world, from industry to transpor-
tation to agriculture. Oil accounts for 43 percent of the 
world's commercial energy production. 
There are two basic options open to us in the West in 
response to the crisis in the Middle East. We can continue 
our wasteful lifestyles and get more oil by military force 
as oil runs out, or we can begin anew to seriously con-
serve oil and develop renewable resources. 
The United States and the Soviet Union use far more 
energy than other countries in the world and they use it 
much less efficiently. With only 10 percent of the world's 
population, the two superpowers use 44 percent of the 
world's commercial energy. 
The United States, Japan, the Soviet Union and coun-
tries of western Europe have only 12 percent of the 
world's oil reserves, but the United States, Japan and 
western Europe account for two-thirds of the world's 
petroleum use. No wonder they are disturbed about the 
invasion of Kuwait. 
According to the Global Ecology Handbook, five 
Middle East states have 62 percent of the world's proven 
oil reserves: Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates. 
Time magazine reports that the United States imports 
about 50 percent of its oil, the most ever. Much of it 
comes f rom the Middle East. If oil f rom Kuwait and Iraq 
is cut off, the United States, Japan and Europe will have 
to get oil f rom other countries, which have dwindling 
supplies, or drill more holes in the United States, where 
production peaked in 1970 and has dwindled ever since. 
How long will present worldwide oil supplies last? 
The Middle East accounted for the production of 26,772 
billion barrels of oil in 1986. At that rate of pumping, 
proven reserves there will last 85 and a half years. 
In contrast, the Soviet Union pumped 25,666 billion 
barrels in 1986. Dividing their known reserves by 25,666, 
it is determined the Soviet Union has only 13 years of oil 
left. North America pumped 23,845 billion barrels of oil 
in 1986, leaving nine years until U.S. proven reserves are 
used. 
World Resources 1988-89 claims sufficient proven 
resources exist worldwide to last more than 30 years at 
the 1986 production rate. Most of the proven oil reserves 
lie under Middle East soil. 
People have known these facts about oil production 
and consumption for years. In light of them, North 
Americans began some oil conservation practices in the 
1970s, but suffered a "relapse" in the 1980s. Now is the 
time to begin anew to change the way we live and con-
sume less. 
World events point ominously toward the first option 
mentioned earlier: using military force to maintain our 
current wasteful lifestyles. Christians should support the 
second option as more desirable, by changing lifestyles in 
big and small ways to conserve oil. Drive less, use a 
fuel-efficient vehicle, use public transportation when 
possible, turn off lights and air conditioners. 
Many resources listing ways to conserve are available 
in libraries and bookstores. Several free resources that 
list ways Christians can live responsibly are available 
from Mennonite Central Committee. An "Earth Stew-
ardship packet" includes worship aids and a resource 
listing; "Taking steps: To care for God's creation" is a 
brochure; "Caretakers: Earth stewardship for children" is 
a children's education and fundraising project. Contact 
your MCC regional office or MCC, P.O. Box 500, 
Akron, PA 17501; phone (717) 859-1151. — Art Meyer, 
MCC U.S. Global Education 
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Stop, look, and listen 
by R. Donald Shafer 
Delegates at the Mennonite World 
Conference were granted rides on the 
city buses. These buses stopped at each 
railroad crossing. It brought back 
memories, as a child, that the reason for 
this was the familiar printed signs at 
railroad crossings. We all know the 
signs are there, and at some crossings 
there are even flashing lights or gates 
that come down. The familiar printed 
words are "stop, look and listen." But 
perhaps many have forgotten the words 
as we hurry on our way. 
This led me to reflect on the 1990 
General Conference. All of us knew that 
proposals for change were coming. Some 
of the notes and comments were that it 
was a railroad process and the train was 
coming through. And in some ways it is 
good to have regular trains that come 
through. Some trains are passenger 
trains that help people move. Other 
trains carry products and baggage. But 
trains are part of our world that keep 
both persons and things on the move. It 
is true that other vehicles are used, such 
as planes and cars, as well as buses, 
bikes, and escalators. But there are 
appropriate times to use a vehicle like a 
train that has a given track and keeps 
things on the move. 
However, this does alert us to stop, 
look, and listen. The point of stopping is 
to avoid a collision and a mess. As we 
travel, there are times when we cross 
each other's paths like railroads and 
streets. Trains also stop, but at appro-
priate places. So it behooves drivers of 
trains or other vehicles to stop for each 
other. That happens when the people of 
the church will stop for each other, to 
wait on each other, and give each other 
the appropriate right of way. It is really 
rough and hard when cars try to run 
down a railroad track or trains stop on 
crossings. But appropriate stops help all 
concerned. To take time to stop for fel-
lowship, prayer, and planning is good 
for travelers in all vehicles. (That's one 
conclusion I couldn't refrain f rom 
stating.) 
Then there are times to look. Some 
bus drivers stop and then just go without 
looking. That can be hazardous to health 
if the train is coming unexpectedly. To 
look is to observe both ways. Some folks 
only look one way, since they always 
expect things to happen the same way. 
Others keep looking both ways and 
keep looking even after there is nothing 
more to see. Observation and analysis 
are helpful steps, but if they are pro-
longed it tends to clog traffic and no one 
moves. Fear is often a factor for those 
who keep looking but fail to move. 
Memories of former failures may cause 
people to look with paranoia for a train 
that is nowhere in sight. But to look 
carefully and then move with an eye to 
the road ahead is a good procedure. 
But there is also the pause to listen. 
Sometimes the eyes will miss things that 
an ear will hear. If there is a sharp curve 
in a track or the road has some objects 
that obscure clarity of vision, one can 
listen. There can be the rumble or whis-
tle of a train that lets you know it would 
be helpful to wait. Listening means that 
one has to open the door for best results. 
I note that some bus drivers just stop, 
but neither look nor listen. They have 
crossed the same place so often without 
a problem that they just don't take time 
to look or listen. They just proceed with 
their normal routines. And that might 
get some people through, but every now 
and then the result is disaster. 
Well, you may want to make your 
own applications. It is somewhat amus-
ing to note how car drivers seldom think 
about train crossings. And bus drivers 
do it because it is the law. And those 
operating trains can only hope for coop-
eration because they aren't intended to 
stop quickly at every crossing. But if we 
all want to keep on the journey, we all 
need a variety of ways to travel and 
transport persons and things. Funny 
how drivers tend to think the other per-
sons don't know what they are doing. 
But when we allow for a variety of 
transports and give room for differ-
ences, we can be more effective in mov-
ing ahead. And there are times for all of 
us to stop, look, and listen! These are 
good words to heed even if we think they 
aren't essential at every crossing. The 
train engineer will stop at red lights on 
the way home. The car driver will relax 
on the train if he trusts the engineer. 
And if each and all respect both the 
vehicles and crossroads of life, we can all 
travel together and appreciate the rea-
sons to stop, look, and listen. 
R. Donald Shafer is 
General Secretary of 
the Brethren in Christ 




RD 1 Box £78 
Mart .i rcsburg 
USfi 
0 0 - 0 © 
E Herr 
Ptt 
1 6 6 6 2 
32 Evangelical Visitor 
